Wegislative HAssembly,

Ii-’ednesda;j, 10th April, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[ For ‘*Questions on Norice’’ and ¢ Papers
Presented’’ sec ‘‘ Votes and Proccedings:’’]

DEPUTY LEADER QF THE OPPOSITION.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.33]: As hon. mewmbers are aware,
the leader of the Opposition {(Hon. P. Cellier)
is attending a conference in Melbourne which
has been cailed by the Governor General with
a view of bringing about unily of all parties,
to the end that they may work in harmony in
endeavouring, if possible, to render every as-
sistance to the Ewmpire. During Mr. Collier’s
absence, my colleagues have placed me in the
position of deputy leader of the Opposition.

SITTING DAYS AXND HHOURS, EXTENSION,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington} [4.37]: 1
move— '

‘‘That for the remainder of the session,
the House, unless oherwise ordered, shatl
meet for the despatch of business on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at
3 p.m, and sit until 6.15 pam., if neceseary,
and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards,’’

I do not think it necessary to add very much
to the motion. 1 feel satisfied that hon. mem-
berg will he eonvinced from their own experi-
ence of ihe necessity for bringing the session
to a close as speedily as possible. Not only is
it interfering with the arrangements made by
private members, jerhaps to their great loss
and ineonvenience, but it is also interfering
very materially vith the adwministration of the
departments of State. It is absolutely impos-
sible for Ministers to pgive to the administra-
tion of their offices the close attention and
keenness which they should do, if they have to
sit as we have been sitting for a considerable
period, and pessibly, nuless a change is made,
may be required to sit for a still longer period.
The object of the motion is to facilitate busi-
ness so that we can clear up ihis prolonged
sesgion and have some time to put our depart-
ments into order before we again meet the
House in the course of the next two or three
months,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [$40): I have no objec.ion to meet-
ing at three o'clock, but T do not see the
necessity for sitting on Fridays. Hon, mem-
hers no doubt are aware that another place has
agreed to close down at the end of this weck,
and in consequence there is no uwrgent neces-
sity why this Hounse should meet on Pridays
for the despateh of husiness. Hon., members
of this Chamber cannot be blamed because we
have a large agenda paper before us. We have
had Bills continually coming Jown, and others
are to be submitted in Aue course hy Minisiers,
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In consequence we have had no opporlunity
of restricting the length of the session. There
are on the Notice Pa,er many Bills that would
have Jdone very well next session, Bills not by
any means urgent. Quite early in the sesston
we were definitely fold by the Premier {hat
we were to get only the Estimates and one or
twe financial Bills. Inst2ad of that, we have
had a large nuwber of Tills, and to-day our
Natice Paper is sufficient for the commence-
ment of a long session. That heing so, and
secing thnt the other place is going :o close
doun after this week, where is the nevessity
for our meeting on Fridays? [t is essential,
too, that members should have some opportunity
for loocking inte new measures. We eannof
have a Bill laid on the Table, go through i in
five minutes, and then take np the measure and
digcuss it with any benefit to members or to
the country generally. Tt we are to ecut ont
the week-end it will be impossible to give the
Bills that consideration which should be given
them. I am going to ask the Minister to let
Friday go. 1f he cannot see his way clear to
that in respect of next week, I will ask him
to agree to cut ont the Friday of this week,
Some hon. members have mailde arrangements
to leave the City on Friday, and those arrange-
ments will have to be cancelled if we are to
he here on Friday next. Personally, if there
were sufficient time for us to look through the
various measures which have Dbeen subinitted
during the last day or two, and which ave still
to come from another place, I would have no
ohjlection to sitting every dav of the week.

Hon. R. H, Underwood (Homorary Minis-
ter): What measures are there still te be intra-
duced?

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: There is the Wheat
Marketing Bill, the Vermin Bill, and a nvmber
of others to come, Bills which we have not yet
seen. Congidering the time they have heen
going through another place they must be of
some importance. I hope the Minister will
agree to leave Friday of this week clear. If
he does that, T will not move to strike out the
Friday.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [+-43]: I sunport
the motion. It is desimble that we should pro-
ceed with the business of the country. I speak
feelingly as a rouniry member, as one whn has
been here sinco last October. To my mind it
comes with o bad grace from the member for
North-East Fremantle to complain about the
husiness of the House not hoing put through,
hecanse no ather hon. member has taken up nearly
&0 much time as has the member for North-East
Fremantle.

Hou. W. €. Angwin : I have only done niy duty.

Mr. THOMSON : That may he so. [ ani mere-
Iv inetaneing that the hon. member who has taken
up most of the time now protests about vur not
proceeding with the business. As & country
membor, T have to tmvel 470 miles per week to
attend t0 my  Poclismentary  duties. In that
respect all the country members are awkwardly
plated. Some of us have nther things to o he-
sides sitting here. In the interests of the Siate
it is desirable that the session should be brought
to & olose a8 soon as practicabla. I hope the
acting Premier will not accept the suggestion
of the member for North-East Fremantle.
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Mr., JOHNSTON (Willisms-Narrogin) {4-43]:
I amr glad the Government have decided to sit
oo Friday, but they might show & little wore
congideration for hon. nremybers whose homes are
in the ¢countty, than the motion evidences. During
previous sessions T have repeatedly urged that
on the last day of the Parlismentary week we
should sit during the day time, a practice adopt-
ed in the Victorian Patliament for some years
past, with, T understand, unqualified success.
The Commonwealth Parlisment holds ol its
sessions in the day timre, much to the benefit of
members, and of the country. During the Iast
two weeka country members have travelled all
the way to Perth to sit on only two days, com-
mencing at 4:-30 pm. I appreciate, of course,
the desire of Ministers to be in their offices during
the day time,

The Colonial Treasurer : That desire has been
given up altogether,

Mr. JOHENSTON : On at lcast one day of the
week we should do during the day time the work
that we are well paid to do. In order to test the
feeling of the House, I move an anendment—

“That the words ‘and Fridays' be struck
out, and that ihe following be added to the
motion: ‘and on Fridays at 10-30 s.m.. and
if necessury, until one p.n., and if requisite
from 2-15 p.m. until 4-30 p’ ™

That amendment represents the practice of the
Victorian Parlisment, and, as I have said, the
Federal Parliament invariably sits during the
daytime.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [4-48]: I second the
amendment.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie} {4-49]: I have
spoken upon this subject previously. The way
in which country members arc treated in the
natter of meeting hours is not quite fir. Per-
sunally, L have to travel 800 miles every week
during the session if I wish to visit my conati-
titeney. A country member i waiting about all
day until 4-30. and then frequently he is kept
here until ungodly hours of the morning. In
the new session more consideration should be
shown for the convenience and the needs of coun-
try members. Surely we can de e little more
work in the davtime, instead of the majority of
members-—that is what it comes to—having to
wait all day for the business of the House to start.
The present arrangement is all very well for City
members, who attend to their business during
the day and then treat the business of Parlia-
mrent a3 a kind of light evening recreation. I
agree that the reguirements of Ministers should
be met, but the unfortunate position of country
members, especially in so huge a State as this,
should not be lost sight of. [ trust Ministers in
their tum will reengnise the fairness of the re-
qguest made by countty membors.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [4-51]: I have much
pleasure in  supporting the amendment. Of
gourse, the Covernment will have to agree to it
before it can be earried ; and I hope the Govern-
ment will go even further and take an early oppor-
tunity of discharging & considerable number of
the Orders of the Day. With frequent all-night
gittings the business now on the Notice Paper
could possibly be dealt with, so far as this Cham-
ber i3 concerned, by the end of July next. But
1 think members will agree that proper sttention
esnnot be given to business during all-night
sittings. A good many of the items on the Notice
Paper could well be left over till next session.
It almost seems as if the present Government

. of the session.

1277

were snxious during their term of office to build
up a pile of Statutes equal to the total number
passed by ull previous Governments. 1 do not
wish to stress the, goldfields puint of view, but if
an allnight sitting is indulged in on Thursday
it i3 impossible for goldfields members to visit
their constituencies at the week end.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [4:53): In
this comnection we have to bear in mind that
Ministers bhave to attend to public departmental
husiness as well as to the business of Parliament.
The moming hours are wanted by them for publio
affairs. I doubt whether we should get more
business done by mecting at 10 o’clock on Friday
rmorning. In view of another place adjourning
for six weeks as from to-morrow, thers need be
no great hurry here. because we shall cortainly
have to adjonm for & month or 80 in order to be
here when another place resumes. With three
gitting days per week it will be possible to get
through all the necessary business on the Notice
Paper.  Of course, the position would be different
it another place intended to continue sitting and
we were able to get business dealt with there ;
but unless we get through the whole of the Nutice
Paper this weck we shall certainly have to be
hete after the other House meets again. My
suggestion to the leader of the House is that during
the next two weeks we should meet on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays as usuval. After
that, meeting on Friday may be necessary, though
I do not think it will,

Mr. TEESDALE (Rocbourne) [4-55]: There
has been a good deal of complaint lately about
the Government nut getting on with the work
Charges of waste of time have
been made in the Press. But now, when this
motion is brought forward with a view to ex-
pediting the business of the Huuse, we find hon.
members objecting. Country members are chiefl
affected by this motion, and 1 think the attitude
of the nmomber for Katanning {Mr. Thomson) is
very generous. So far as doing any business at
home is concerned, country mentbers might as
well step in Perth throughout the seasion. The
ohjections of City members to this motion are
in very bad taste, especially in view of the willing-
ness of the Country party to help the Government
to get through the husiness.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans} [5-57]: Like the last
speaker, 1 am desirous of having the business
of the session concluded as quickly as possible ;
and I would support the proposal of the Govern-
ment to meet on Fridays if there were any necessity
for it or any advantage in it. But surely the
member for Roecbourne will agree that there is
ne possible hope of this House getting through
its business by Friday next. The delays hero,
to which reference has been made, are responsible
for another place adjourning for a month.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : For six weeks ; one month
prior to the election.

Mr. MUNSIE: Then there is all the more
reason for our not meeting on Fridays, Ewven if
we did meet at three o’clock and sit on Fridays,
we could not complete our business until members
of another place resume. Consequently, there
is no need to rush.

The Minister for Works: Let us get our work
done and finish.

Me. MUNSIE: And then adjourn for a fort-
night ?

The Minister for Works : If necessary.

Mr. MUNSIE : That might suit the Minister,
but it will not snit the majority of members,
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1t will
Tt will not suit me.

Mr. Thomsen : But you are living in Perth.

Mr. MUNRIE : XNevertheless, 1 visit my elect-
torate as ¢ften as the hon. member visits his. If
this motion is carried, every member who iravels
by the goldfields train will be debarred from
visiting his electorate until after the session ends,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
You can get away on Saturday.

Mr. MUNSIE: Up to date the Government
have not shown much aptitude for getting through
business, and the remarks of the member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) were absolutely un-
called for. I have had a little over six yecars
experience of this House and the opposition which
the present Government have had is the mildest
since T have been here. In fack, cvery possible
assistance has been given to the Government by
the Opposition.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN (North-East Fremantle—
on amendment) [5-0]: T intend to oppose the
amendment but not beeause T am a metropolitan
member.  Personally, T do not care when we sit,
whether it be moming, noon or night. It is my
duty to be here and | am always here. But my
reason for opposing the amendment is that I have
had experience of the hours suggested, and that
experience has been that we have agreed to certain
things during the day sittings, when there have
becn so few members present, principally country
members, and the business done in the day has
had to be reviewed in the evening.

Mr. Harrison: ‘When was that ?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN : When Mr. Gregory was
Minister for Mines, T think, in 1910-11, and in
almost every instance the Bills had to be recom-
mittedd and we had to gn through them again at
night. T agree with the Minister for Works that it
is mecessary Ministers should have an opportunity
of being in their offices in the moming. 1 do not
take any notice of the remarks of the member
for Katanning. They are characteristic of him.

M. Thomson: You must admit that you
have taken up considerable time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX : If it i3 necessary to go
on as T have been doing, and [ deem it my duty
to do so, T intend to do so.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough—on amendinent) [5-4) :
1 can claim to have travelled during last session
more than any other member and I would, there.
fore, rather support the proposals of the Minister
for Works than the amendment moved by tho
member for Williams-Narrogin, We private mem-
bers have a certain amount of departmental work
to attend to and that can only be done in the day
time. When the question of the hours of sitting
in the next session of Parliament is under review,
some consideration should be paid to those members
who live in the northem porte, so that we
may be able to get away by Thursday night's
train.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
Geoerge — Murray-Wellington — on  amendment}
[3-6]: The Government cannot entertain tho
amendment of the member for Williams.Narmgin
although no doubt the arguments put forward
in support of it conld he considered worthy of
consideration. It is absolutely impossible, how.
ever, for the concemns of the State to be carried on
unless Ministers have some time to attend to their
duties during the day. It is a pretty big strain
on Ministers, as things are at the present time
when the work of Ministers accumulates, and it
ijs only by strenuous eflorts that it is possible

Mr. Thomson :
Mr. MUNSIE :

[ASSEMBLY.]

for them to eope with their duties. 1 was in my
office the other night until after 11 o'clock and
it is somewhat severe to have to work from 9
o’clock in the moining until that hour of the
night in order to overtake the wark. The motion
has been considered by Cabinct and I feel justified
in asking hon. members to support the Government
in carrying it. 1 would probably have felt in-
clined ¢o favourably consider the suggestion
of the deputy leader of the Qpposition about
Priday of this week, but we have now to bear
in mind to-morrow’s husiness, amongst which will
be the Committee stage of several very important
matters. We have an idea now how long the
Committoe stage of one of those particular measures
will take. We had an instance Iast evening—and
1 am not grumbling about it—of how casy it is
to take up a considerable amount of time in
dealing with a question on which the people feel
very strongly. When we come to the Committee
stage of that measure, no doubt thosc feelings
will still prevail and unless the Government can
meet in the way which has been suggested, I do
nob sec how we are going to get through the busi-
ness. The member for Hannans stated that the
Legislative Council will adjourn for some time.
That probabiy will be so, but so far as we are
concerned, no matter whether the Council adjourn
or not, it should not be considered as a reason
why we should adjourn or why we should hesitate
to get through with our work. So far as the
business appearing on the Notice Paper is con-
cerned, there is no doubt that some of the Orders
of the Day will have to be jettisoned. But if we
all work with one aim, we can get through our
business by the end of next week. and then we can
adjourn until the Council meets again. Ministers
will then be able to do their work and hon. members
will have an opportunity of recuperating after
their long and strenuous labours. We would not
agk hon. members to agrece to the motion which
haa been submitted if the exigencies of the situa-
tion did not demand it.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet—on amendment)
[3-11]: I am acting consistently in supporting
tho amendment because 1 consider that to-day
thore is less excuse than ever there was for not
holding sittings at least on one day a week during
the day time, because Ministers have not their
time fully occupied as was the case with previous
Ministers.

The Colonial Treasurer: What ¥

Mr. TROY : There are no fewer than nine
Ministers at the present time, a greater number
than there has ever been in any previous Ministry.
The business of the country is almost at a standstill.
There are no public works of any importance being
carriedd on and therefore, in my opinion. the
tovernment have not the onerous duties to dis-
charge that was the experience of Governments
in former years. 1 do not question the ability of
hon. members to carry out their duties—

The Colonial Treasurer: Tt does not mwakter
about our ability. {ive us some hours in which
we can do our work.

Mr. TROY : If the Federal (lovernment ean
arrange their sittings of Parliament so as to have
one day a week in which to do that work—

The Minister for Works: They have a full

urse,

Mr. TROY : That is not the question.

The Colonial Treasurer: I suppose you think
it is easjer to do things with a full purse than with
an empty one.
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Mr. TROY : When we have not any money
to spend we cannot do anything. ‘\Wo arc not
building thousands of miiles of railways : we have
not any huge undertakings in hand and the schomes
of Ministers are merely schemes in the air.

The Colonial Treasurer: There is more detail
work to do than ever there was before.

Me. TROY : There are nine Ministers at the
present time when there were only seven before,
This holding of parliamentary sessions in the
evening has become an institution beeause in the
mother of Parliaments and in the Parlinments
of Australin the representation of the people
had been largely in the hands of commergial
men and business men in the cities, [t was in
the interests of these people who attended to
their business during the day and gave their spare
time to the country in the afternoon s a side
line. The majority of members of the country
whose business is just as vssential to them as that
of members who live in the City, ask only that
Ministers shall devote the whole of one day in
the week to Parlinmentary work. - They ask for
this on one day in the week. It would be im-
possible. as we all know, for a Minister w0 devote
every day in the week to Parliament, but we
think that for at least one day in the week we
should sit here from 10 o'clock in the moming
until 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

The Minister for Works: Friday is the day on
which we are simply smothered with deputa-
tions.

Mr. TROY : Then let us have Thursday. As
stated by the deputy leader of the Opposition we
would get through business more quickly on that
one day in the week than if we sat at night time.
We sit here for hours, and in order to get business
through the Government have cither to introduce
the closure or have to resort to many late sittings
until members become exhausted, 1 do not offer
these remarks in any spirit of antagonism lo the
Ministry, but as a reasonable and sound suggestion
that at least onc day in the weck should be given for
country members in order that the business of the
State may be done herc, and that they may then
be able to get away to their own private business
just as City members are able to attend to their
business.

Mr. Johnston: The Federal
every day in the morning.

Mr. TROY : This is not what 1 ask,

Mr. PICKERING {Sussex) [5317]:
the motion on purely selfish grounds. There arc
no trains to my district on Iriday. Friday is a
day set apart for Ministers to rersive deputations
and [ do net think it would he o wise thing to ask
them to sit in the mornings on that day.

Amendment pot and 4 division taken with the
following result ;-

Parliament sits

I support

Ayes e B
Noes ... e 32
Majority against ... . 23
Aves.
Mr. Chesson br. Munsale
Mr, Jobnstou i Mr. Troy
Mr. Jones Mr, Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Green
M:r. Lutey (Teller.)
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NoES.
Mr. Angelo A, Mullany
Mr. Angwin Mr, Nalrp
Mr. Broun AMr. Pickering
Mr. Brown Mr. Piesse
Mr. Davies Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Draper Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Durack Mr. R. T. Robinson
M:. Foley . Mr. Rocke .
M. Gardiner |  Mr. Stubbs
Me. Georga Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Grifiths ;. Mr. Thomson
Mr. EHarrison I Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr, Vervard
Mr. Maley . Mr. Walker
Mr. Mitelely i Alr. Willmott
Mr. Money . Me. Hardwlek
' (Teller.y

Amendment thus negatived.
Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Reappropriation of Loan Meneys.
Introduced by the Colonial Treasurer.
2, Wyndham Freezing, Canning, and 3Meat Ex-
port Works,

Introduced by the Hon. R.
{Honorary Minister).

H. Underwood

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. MUXNSIF leave of alsence
for four weeks granted to the member for Mur-

chizon (Mr. Holman) on the grounsd of urgent private
husiness,

STANDING ORDERS AMENDMENT.
Time limit to Specches.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) {3-27]) : 1 move—-
“That in order to secure the despatch of
business and the good poverniment of the State,
the Standing Orders of this Housc should be
immediately amended in the direction of placing
a time limit on the specches delivered by honour-
ahle members in the House and in Committee :
That the following be adopted as a Standing
Order of the House—No member shall speak
for more than thirty minutes st a time in any
debate in the House, except in the debate on
the Addreas-in-Reply, or in a debate on o motion
of no-confidence, or in moving the sccond reading
of a Bill, or on the debate on the Appropriation
Bill. or on the Financial Statement in Committee,
when a member shall be at liberty to speak for
one hour, InCommittee of the House no member
shall speak for more than twenty minutes at
any onc time, or more than twice on any one
question before the Committee: Provided that
this rule shall not apply in Committec to a
member in charge of a Bill, or to a Minister when
delivering the Financial Statement, or, in regard
to the number of his speeches. to a Minister
in charge of a class of the Estimates in Com-
mittee of Supply.”
[t is gratifying to me tn learn that my motion is so
popular. Tt is very fresh in my memory that when
giving notice of motion the member for Kanowna
(Hon. 'T. Walker) interjected,  Oficially inspired.”
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If the hon. member will take my word for it, I
<an assure him that 1 had no inspiration from any-
one.
" Hon. T. Walker: 1 never accused you of
15

Mr. TEESDALE : 1 have it written down here,
and 1 have an excellent memory.,

Hon. T. Walker: T too have an excellent
memory.

Mr. TEESDALE : The hon, member said that
I was officially inspired. [ assure the House
positively that 1 have never had any communica-
tion or discussion with any member of the Ministry
with regard to this matter. I ask the member
for Kanowna to take my word for it that from the
first day I came into the House it occurred to me
that there was a fearful lot of useless and idle
repetition in the specches that were made by hon.
members.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We all thought that when-

we came here lirst.

Mr. TEESDALE : I ask hon. members to gxempt
me from any sticmpt to pese as a reformer. I
have no desire to upset the procedure or the tradi-
tions of the House in any shape or form. I am
not going to introduce anything in the way of
<losing up the bar or in regard to the payment of
members, or anything of the sort. | leave thege
questions to thogse who know more about them
than 1 do. 1 repeat, there is a fearful lot of time
wasted in connection with speeches, and I am quite
certain that the publie would appreciate some move
being made in the direction of curtailing the length
of members' speeches. 1 know of four or five
mmembers of this Chamber who promised their
electors on the hustings that they would do their
best to bring about something of this sort, and I
-gonfidently look to them for their support. T have
my cye upon two or three of them at the present
moment. [ do hope that thoy will redeem that
promise made to their cloctors, and try to facilitate
the business of the House by helping to avoid
useless repetition and the going over of the same
-gubjeet time and again. One cannot help thinking
that it is with the idea of filling pages of ** Hansard ™
that they de this.

Mr. Johnston :
walling.

Mr. TEESDALE: If any hon. member holds
his position by virtue of making long speeches
and Nlling pages of ** Hansard ™ then. if T was
in his position, T would get out to-morrow.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: That <ocs not affect you,
because your electors never sec ~ Hansard.”

Mr. TEESDALE : T do think that an hon. mem-
ber of ordinary intelligenee could say all that
he had to say in half an hour,

Mr. Jones : You are making a virtue of neecessity.

Mr. TEESDALE : I am sure that there are hon.
members whe will support me in the contention
that they can sufficiently cover any questions in
half an hour, and say all that there is to he said.
With the esception of a small alteration this is
practically a copy of the Standing Order of the
Federal Parliament. [ have not had the efirontery
to fix any time limit for this House, 1 have quoted
the procedure in o House where they have con-
-giderably more business to do than we have here.
I think we ought te be able to get through our
business here at any rate in the same time thab they
do there.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
{6-32): 1 move—

* That the debate be adjourned

Tt is sometimes duc to stone-

-
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_ Motion put and a division aken with e torow-
ing result ;—

Ayes ... RS |

Noes ... .. 29
Majority against ... . 18

AYES,

Mr. Angwin Mr, Mitchell

Mr. Chesson Mr. Pickering

Mr. Foley ! Mr. Troy

Mr Jones i M. Willcock

Mr. Lambert Mr. Green

Mr. Luley {Teller.)

» NOES.

Mr. Angelo Mr. AMunste

Mr. Broun My, Mairn

Mr. Brown Mr. Plesse

Mr. Davies My, Pilkiongton

Mr. Draper Mr. H. Robinson

Mr. Durack Mr. R. T. Robinson

Mr. Gardiner Mr. Rocke

Mr. George Mr, Stubbs

Mr. Grifilhs Mr. Teesdale

Mr, Harrisen Mr. Urderwood

Mr. Hickinoll Mr. Veryard

Mr, Johnston Mr. Walker

Mr. Aaley Mr. Willmott

Mr., Money Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Mullany (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

"Hor. W. C. ANGWIN {North-Fast Fremantle)
(5-37): T do not know the rcason for the hon,
member’s motion, He told us at the commence-
ment  that he desired .to reply to an interjection
by the member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker)
which was incorreet, and then, before the question
was out of your mouth, Mr. Speaker, the Deputy
Premier said * Ayo.” .

The Minister for Works: We want to get on
with the business of the House and not waste
time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then the Minister
should endeavour to keep such motions as theso
off the husiness paper.

The Minister for Works : We have not the power.

Hon. W. C. AXGWIN : The motion could have
been adjourved.  If there is anyone in this Chamber
who has occupied the time more than any other
member it i3 the present deputy Premier. 1f
members will look through ** Hansard ™ they will
find there is not one Bill or motion that has been
brought forward on which the deputy Premier has
not occupicd a dozen to 13 or 20 pages of ** Han-
sard.”

The Minister for Works : More in sorrow than in
anger.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Very often in anger.
Any member who has had cxperience during the
last few years could form an opinion of how Par-
lisment should be earricd on, but the hon, member
(Mr. Téesdale) has been here for only a few hours
and has not had the necessary experience. He
does not know what has hecn the practice in the
past. He does not know whatb objections have
heen put forward ; what long speeches have been
made by hon. members in times gonc by. Only
on one occasion eince the hon. member has been
here has there been a long speech. On one Bill
only has there been opposition from this side of the
House.

Mr. Teesdale : Five hours is not tno had,
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Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: And the five hours
happened to be three,

Mr. Munsie : And not quite that.
~ Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: T am not allowed to
address the House when the Speaker i3 not in the
Chair, YWhen the Speaker leaves the Chair 1
stop. The hon, member can count the tea hour,
if he likes, and the time during which the lights
were out,

Mr. Foley : The hon. member atcuses you of
putting the lights ont,

Hon. W. ', ANGWIXN : It was a warning to the
Government that their lights wonld he put out.
I want to say there are two ways of doing work
in Parliamens, and it cannot be amplified better
or shown eleavcr than if we take as our subject
the Minister for Works, In opposition he was
continually talking.

The Minister for Works: And to a good pur-
pose ton,

Hon. W. (. ANCWIN: A very had purpose,
becnuse there was no foundation for many of the
arguments used, none whatever. He was talking
to the gallery. shall T say, talking for the express
purpose of trying, in my opinion, to put wrong
views before the public, becanse ha knew that his
views would be printed in the Press, the whole
of the Press being agwinst the (rovernment at
the time except onc or two newspanpers. Conse-
quently the hon. member got very fully reported.
But this scssion there has been no opposition at
oll. There is the poassibility of a member from
the North-West. with ahout 330 elgetors, setting
an example to other portions of this Stute.

Mr. Angelo: Quality. not quantity.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN : The member for Roe-
bourne said that if members have to keep their
geats by talking. the sooner they get out the better.
1 have ns many thousand clectors in my clectorate
a5 the hon. member has hundreds. even more.
There is no necessity for me to talk, nome what.
ever.

Mr. Jones: Thoy would not let yon talk at the
Inst election, Billy.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: [ retain my seat by
working, and not by bringing forward nonsen-
sical motions like thiy one for the purpose of
gagging members, I speak when notions are
brought forward which I consider are detrimental
to the interests nf the people of the Stute.

Me. Teesdale : Does the Federal Tarliament
gag its menzhers ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : 1 should be sorry to
see this Parlinm ent get into the same state as the
Federal Parlinraent. 1f we behaved in this Parlia-
ment as mentbers do in the Federal House. the
Speaker would suspend everyone of us, not only
this 8peaker but every Spenker we have had. [t
iz & hedlam there. The business is not earricd
on with decorum ; it is bedlam : dozens of voices
all over the Chamber at the same time. 1t was
necessary to do something there, but as fer as
this Pacliament is concerned, my experience is
that members hehave themselves decently. They
tiy on every oceasion to obey the instructions of
the Chair. That being so, there is no necessity
for » motion of this description as far as this Parlia-
ment is concerned,

Mr. Teesdale : The public have asked for it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The public have never
asked for it,

Mr. Teesdale : There have been plenty of lettors
in the newspapers.

Mr. Green : Probably you wrote half of them.
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Hon. W.C. ANGWIN : It shows the simplicity of
the hon. member. T saw a letter in this after-
noon’s paper criticising the proceedings in this
Chamber last night. It was supposed to have
been written by one of the ladies then in the
gallery,

Mr. Green : Tt was written in the Press gallery.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TIf hon. members were
to take notice of lotters in the newspaper it would
be God help the members of Parliament! The
hon. member has given no justification for this
motion.

Mre. Teesdale : Yes. waste of time.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : I think T should he safe
in saying that with one exception no member
on this side of the House has spoken at more than
L0 minutes Iength on any Bill this session.

Mr. Teesdnle: The motion is not directed
agninst that side.

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN : But my statement ap-
plies to hoth sides nf the Housze. Timc has heen
taken up in specches made on private membets'
day, but when eight o'clock comes on such oceas-
siong it is at the diseretion of the Crovernment
to allow private motions to be continuod, If
the Covornmont dosire that motions should be
continued, they move to that effect, while if they
desite to close down private raotions and put an
end to the waste of time, they allow the Orders
of the Day to he proceeded with, If memthers
waste time on private members' day, they are
wasting their own time on their own business
and not on Government husiness at all.

Mre. Johnston: A lot of time was wasted over
the Riverton estate.

Hon. W. C. ANQGWIN : There werc no long
gpeeches made on it. Two or three motions were
moved. The motion for a select eommittec took
up some time.

Mr. Munsic: And that time was not wasted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Again, take the Fsti-
nrates for this year. What time was wasted ow
those ? I have ncver seen Estimates go through
more quickly and with less apeaking than the
Estinrates for this year. The Treasurer was very
short with his Budget Speoch, and every hon.
memher who spoke eut down his remarks. No-
body spoke in opposition to the Government.
Hon. members were asked for suggestions as to
the financial position, and those who spoke en-
deavoured in as few words as possible to show how
the position eould be improved. No time was
wasted. Possibly a little time was wasted in
conncction with the Health Bill.

The Minister for Works : Are youn in favour of
any time timit at all ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : [ have never seen any
necessity for it, except when the Minister for
Works was over here. But because the Minister
abused his privilege, I would not be one to cur-
tail his privilege. No doubt he did what he thought

was right.

Hon. T. Walker: He was trying tv put us
out.

The Minister for Works: And T did so, and it
was right.

Hon. W, C. ANCWIN: I do not know that,
for matters have been far worse since.

The Minister for Works: But they night have
Leen still worse had vou tumained.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN : The motior is to curtail
the privilege of members.

Mr. Piesse: If you speak jnuch longsr you will
justify it.
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Hon. W, . ANCGWIXN : At all cvents, motions
cease at cight o'clock.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Homorary Minister):
You need not monopolise all the time till then.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Probably a little extra
time was taken up on the Health Bill, but hon.
members are aware that there are thousands
of people in the State so deeply interested in that
Bill that they would not care if the whole of the
session had been devoted to it. Therefore time
spent in consideration of the Health Bill was not
time wasted. If even by means of a long speech
one i3 able to convince others of the necessity for
some provision beneficial to the State, then even
a long speech is beneficial. One of the best
specches ever made in this House was a very long
one by the Honorary Minister (Hon. R. H. Under-
wood) on the subject of the University. That
apeech was praised far its excellence by practically
the whole of the local Press. Tf the proposed
Standing Order had been in effect that speech
eould never have Leen made.

Mr. Johnston: The House can always give
leave to continue a speech.

Mr. Foley: But that would be a privilege.
We want the right.

Mr. Munsie: There would be a nice waste of
time arguing whether leave should be granted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There might be a good
deal of opposition to it, especially if the minority
thought it was inimical to the best interests of
the State. The hon. member who moved the
motion has been led astray by the Federal Par-
liament. He has seen in the Press and perhaps
in * Hangard " that speeches have heen occasion-
ally shortened by the expiry of the allotted time.
No doubt he iz of opinion that through the in-
troduction of such a provision the Federal Par-
liament has been able to got through its business
with greater despatch. But, as a matter of fact,
it can almost be said that there has heen no such
thing as a Federal Parliament of late years.

Mr. Pickering: Since when ?

Hon. W. C. ANGUWIN : Since the introduction
of the War Precautions Act. Australia to-day
is ruled by regulations, and not by the Federal
Parliament. There has been almost a continuous
session, yet what Bills of importance have been
put through the Federal Parliament during the
last threc years ¥ I know of none. Only the
other day 1 read in the Federal © Hansard " the
debate on the Wheat Storage Bill. T am satisfied
that there was more talk in the Federal Parlinment
on that Bill than there would have been here.
Members of the Federal Parliament went into the
whole of the ramitications of the marketing of
wheat, the storage of wheat, even the past neglect
of contractors who were handling the wheat, The
whole position of the wheat trade was discussed
on that Bill. 1t would not have been ailowed
in this House. You Sir, would have declared
that there was in the Bill nothing relating to such
questions, Yet 1 did uot see in the Federal
“ Hansard ™ that any member was accused of
obstructing the passage of the Bill.

The Attorney General : Do you read the Federal
¢ Hansgard " ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Nometimes, when we
have something to consider here upon which
a debate in the Federal Parliament may have a
bearing. 1 may read some of it in this House
at an early date. In my opinion there is no
necessity in tkis Chamber for the proposed Standing
Order. The hon. member has not been here
sufficiently long to he convinced of this. If we
were to sit. here as we have done in the past, 36

{ASSEMBLY.]

or 40 hours at a stretch before vising, he might
do a little grumbling. We have not heen here
all night once this session ; that is to say, we have
always got home to our breakfast. The Minister
knows that many times in the past we have had
our breakfast here; yet even in those days no
member ever suggested tho necessity for restricting
the privilege of hon. members.

Mr. Angelo: You have got into a groove, and
we want, to get you out of it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is not so. There
have becn times and they will come again, when
silence i3 polden. If T wanted a measure or a
motion carried through this Chamber— a measure
or a motion which T thought beneficial to the
State—I would sit as guiet as possible until the
mattor had gone through, saying never a word.
I once sat here from 7 o'clock in the evening
until 7 o’clock the next momning, without opening
my mouth, because I wanted the work of the
House to be got through as early as possible. 1
did make an attempt to speak in the moming,
but we had an excellont Chairman, who asked me
what I wanted to speak on. On my replving so
and so, he said, “ Carried.”’ And thai was the
end of my apenking. But 1 was not sorey a bit.
That Chairman taught me o lesson. However,
at no time have I accused any hon. member of
wasting the time of the House. XNever have 1
accused any memher of talking for the express
purpose of blocking the business of the House,
no matter what I thought. As regards stone-
walling, that is contrary to the Standing Orders.
Immerliately we begin to stonewall, vou, Mr.
Spenker, quickly pull us up. Mr. Speaker first
warng o member, and then brings him to a dead
stop. If a member repeats himsclf, the Specker
will warn him that he is guilty of tedious repetition ;
and if the member repeats himself again he is
made to sit down. The result of this state of
things i that T am utterly unsuccessful as a stone-
waller, becausc I have not the faculty of speaking
for any length of time without repeating mysclf.
This motion practically affirms that no private
member shall speak for more than 30 minutes in
any debate in this House, I appeal to the Minister
for Works, who, off and on, has heen many vears
in publie life, to say whether some of the large
messures introdueed here ean be dealt with ade-
quately in half an hour. Take, for instance,
a municipalities Bill or a roads Bill.

The Minister for Works: [ should say either
a toads Bill or a municipalities RBill coukl he
adequatoly discussed in half an hour, hecause
such a Bill would represent the resolutions of a
conference of ronds boards or of municipalities,
a8 the case might be.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I am glad the Minister
has replied in that way. The Minister knows as
well a8 Y do that Parliament, in diesussing these
questions, has to consider the whole of the people,
whilst roads boards and municipalities—I myself
have been a member of a municipal council for
21 years—have to consider only a section of the
people.

The Minister for Works :
people in conference.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN :
Bills we arc bound to see that their provisions
do not in any way oppress local residents. The
existing Municipalities Act consists of about 500
sections. An amendment of that Act has long
been due, and has only been delayed by the war,
Can it be denied that the amending Bill weuld
cause & great deal of digcussion ?

They consider ail the

In dealing with such
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The Attomey Ueneral : You will get 40 minutes
-on each clause.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The time allowed on
clauses in Committee is 20 minutes.

The Minister for Werks : Twenty minutes twice.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On the clauses of some
RBills 20 minutes would be quite insufficient.
Every Govemment in power—I1 care not whether
they are Liberal or Labour; there is no such
thing as National-—endeavour as far as possible
to curtail discussion, with the view of forcing
their measures through as introduced. You,
Mr. Speaker, will agree with me that that has
been the practice ever since a Parlinment has
existed in this State. That being so, I ask the
Minister for Works to bear in mind that, although
he is now sitting on the Government benches,
therc is every probability that after the next
general election he may be sitting on thia side
of the House. The hon. gentleman may consider
the present Covemment's preparation of legis
lation to be absolutely infallible. But, imme-
diately he gets into Oppousition, he will not con-
sider the Govenment’s legislation infallible ;
-and then he will arrive at the conclugion that it
is necessary to have the fulless liberty of discussion.
If three or four years ago any member sitting
on tho Covernment side of the House had at-
tempted to move a motion of this kind, the Minister
for Works would first have been struck dumb
with astonishment, and then would have become
rampant and raving, so that it would not have
been safe to remain in this Chamber with him.

The Colonial Treasurer: If a member talks
{or 30 minutes, it is as much as he ¢an do.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 guarantec that on
.an important measure the Treasurer will oceupy
more than half an hour.

The Colonial Treasurer:
80, except on the Budget.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Unless | mistake, the
‘Colonial Treasurer has been a Ministerial sup-
porter ever since he came back to this House in
1914. T think the hon. gentleman will agree with
me that when one opposes a measurc one is apt
to apeak longer on it than if one supports it. How-
ever, the present position of Parliament is serious.
I say that, and 1 hoaestly believe it. On more
than one occagion I have told my electors,  You
-object te Parlinment not pushing business through,
but T guarantee that if we did all our business in
-8 week, you would say, * Why, what are we paying
members for? They do not give nny attention
to the conntry’s business. No wonder the State
is gomng to the dogs.’” The Perth Chamber of
Commerce have already expressed themselves
to the cffect that we have not the brains to attend
to the country’s business,

The C(clonial Treasurer: They say all the
brains went out of the State when Lord Forrest
left it.

I have rarely donc

Nitting suspended from 6-13 to 7-30 p.n,

Hon, W. €. AXGWIN : 1 was pointing out that
the time allowed in the hon. member's motion
would not give hon. members an epportunity of
properly discussing o subject and thus bringing
out their thoughts in regard to various matters
which were being considered. Since the adjourn-
ment 1 have had an opportunity of hunting up
some of the back volumes of ** Hansard ~ to prove
the difference in the opinion of some members
after they get on the Ministerial side of the House,
I will take some of the debates on the Estimates

.
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to start with., The member for (‘anning who is at
present the Attorney General, in 1915 lirst spoke
on the finnncial policy. Then he spoke on the
annual votes. e spoke on two occasions on the
Motor Car Service, once on the Government stores,
four times on Literary and Scientific Grants.once on
the London Agency, once on Miscellaneous Services,
three times on \Voods and Forests, cight times on
Laods and Surveys, once on Contingencies, three
times on Attorney General's Salaries, and twice on
Contingencies, twice on the Colonial Secretary's
vote, once on the Avondale and Harvey pstates,
and he also spoke on many other votes.

Mr Johnston: Could not he still do all that on
each item !

Hon. W, (', ANGWIN: XNo, he would only be
able to speak for 20 minutes.

Mr. Jolinston : No. twice on vach item.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Hon. members in 1915
generally took the same active interest in the
Iistimates as was taken reccntly, The present
Minister for Works in L9135 nlso had a good deal to
say on the listimates. He spoke on the tinancisi
policy at some length and then on the lMines vote
onece, the Woods and Forests vote once, Lands
and Surveys six times, Agriculture once, Police
three times, Public Works and Buildings once,
and so on right through. Then on the Loan
Estimates in connection with which the House
very rarely takes up much time the member for
Murray-Wellington spoke generally and then on
Railways he spoke nve times, on Harbours and
Rivers once, on Goldfields and Mineral Resources
once, on Agriculture twice and Other TUnder-
Undertakings once,

The Minister for Works : Do you want the House
to understand that 1 spoke for an hour on each
item ?

The Attorney General: Some of those speeches
may have becn of one line only.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN : If the motion is carried,
it will be possible to speak only twice. The
member for Murray-Wellington spoke more than
an hour on the general question.

The Minister for Worka: That may he.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Under this motion that
would not be possible.

The Attorney General: Yes on the financial
statement it will be possible to speak for an hour.

How. W. C. ANGWIN : The Minister for Works
on land and Surveys gpoke six times.

The Minister for Works: Probably a minute
on each oceasion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : ] am merely saving that
the time of the House is not heing wasted this vear
in following a course which has always been ad-
opted and the hen. member in moving the motion
is only guided by what has taken place this year.

Hon. T. Walker : He is too new to judye,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : No time has been wasted
this year in comparison with previous years. At
any rate, I do not eall it wasting time. [ main-
tain that every member of this Chamler when
something is being brought forward which he con-
siders detrimental to his constituents particularly,
and probably detrimental to the interests of the
State in general, is justified in using ever: means
in his power to try and convince members that the
proposal heing discussed is wrong.

Mr. Foley : Do you reckon that the dissertation
on bananas which we had the other evening by
the member for Gascovnc was justified.*

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The hon. member at
that time pointed out that there were areas in the
Gascoyne district which could be utilised by re.
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turned soldiers for growing bananas, amongst
ather things.

Mr. Foley :
doing that *

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Quite. In normal times
thousands of pounds-go out of this State for the
purchase of bananas. [ am merely pointing out
that there is justilication for the action which ia
always taken by hon. members. Of course other
hon. members may think differently and some
imagine that becanse an hon. member speaks
at an extraordinary length that he is wasting time.
When [ came here (irst a statement [ made to some
friends of mine who asked me what [ thought of
Parliament was that [ considered it was worth
£2,000 a year to listen to some of the tommy-rot
which was spoken. ‘

Hon. F. E. S8, Willmott (Honovary Minister}:
For the last 15 minutes T have been of the same
opinion myself.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ have no doubt about
that, but | rcalise that when T was a member of
the Government a good deal of tommy-rot was
often talked for the purpose of trying to get some-
thing from an hon. member who might have been
sitting behind the Government on whish to hang
an argument and so discredit the CGovernment.
The Honorary Minister took me to task becaunse
T stated there were two ways of doing work, one
by keeping quiet and the other by talking as long
as possible. [ maintain that, from the experience
which has been afforded in this Assembly since the
election, there has been no occasion whatever
for a motion such as this. That being so, I hope
it will not be carried.

Debate inseerupt d by Standing Order 214.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) {7-46]: [ move—

" That the Orders of the day Nos. 1 to 10
inclusive he postponad for the consideration
of Orders of the day Nos. 1] to 18,7
Question put and passed.

Do you think he was justified in

BILL==VERMIX BOARDS ACT AMEXND-
MENT.

Received from the Council, and road a first time.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
In Committee of Suppiy.

The House resolved into Committee of Supply
for the purposc of conaidering the Loan Estimates ;
Mr, Munsie in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £40,189 :

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J. Gar-
diner—TIrwin) [7-47]: The total loan expenditure
provided in the Loan Estimates is as follows ;-
From general Loan Fund £851,748, from the Trust
Fund £220,146, and from the Land Improvement
Fund £142,000, or a total of £1,213,894, It may
be generally thought that thiz is an expenditure
which we intend ecffecting on loan works, but
included in that total arc the sums of £90,000 for
the State smelter, water supply and sewerage
£80,800, Agricultural Bank capital £75,000, rc-
patriation of soldiers and surveys £G5,000, and
Industrics Assistance Board £125,000, making
a total of £436,000. This will be recouped, so that
our onticipated general loan expenditure will be
about £775,000 for this year. That is the expendi-
ture solely provided for works and so forth. Up to
the end of March, that means nine months of this
year, instead of spending the proportion of
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£1,213,804 we have only spent £419,819. This.
will show the Committee that we have been con-
serving our loan funds, and only applying expendi.
ture to sunch works az are absolutely neccessary,
such business undertakings as T heve mentioned.
that must be carried on, and financed, and such
works that are not only necessary now but which
will be much more necessary immedintely the war
is over. T think I can claim that it has been ab-
solutcly the lowest loan expenditure for that term
during a number of years. For all the items on
the General Loan Estimates, with the exception of
three which totsl £10,000, and for which T am.
asking a reappropriation in a Bill that T sub-
mitted to-day, we have appropriations so that it
is clenrly before the Committee that many of these
works that we have continned and have spent
money upon were carricd on under appropriations
authorised by this House. [ do not propose de-
laying the Committee, because so far as the items
of loan Estimates are concerned they are under the
charge of the Minister for Works, who will give the
Committce the Ffullest information upon them.
that .is desired. I mercly want, so far as my
task is concerned, to show the Committee exactly
how much money we have anticipated that we
want out of the total loan cxpenditure, in all
directions, and how much we have spent.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-Fast Fremantle)
[7-401: Anvone perusing the Loan Estimates of
this year will come to the econelusion that owing
to the war the developnient of this State has
not been proceeded with in the way that many
of us desire. We realise that there is no way at
present of going on the money market, and if
mangy were available, in case the Covernment
did go on the market, the price they would have-
to pay for it would be such that they could not
proceed with a large number of the works which
are neccssary in order 6o apen up this State. Con.
sequently, the Treasurer has eonfined his 1sti-
mates tu those works which are already in hand,
works which it is almost impessible to stop at
the present juncture. If these works were stopped
it would be almost disastrous to the State. There
is not the least doubt in my mind that the Govern-
ment must trv, as far as possible, to keep the
wheels of industry moving. Private people follow
the example of the Government, and if the Cov-
emment elose down these works entirely, as soma-
of the people think they ought to da, we would
find that staznation would exist in Western Aus.
tralia to such sn extent that in all probability
other industries would close down a3 well, and
this wonld act as a detriment to the interests of
the State. The Tremsurer this year has raised
about £700,000. He did not say how long that
would carcy him on.

The Colenial Treasurer : Practically to the end
of June, T think.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN : Of next ycar?

The Colonial Tressurer @ Of this yoor.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Tt is only fuir to state
that the moncy which has been expended during
the last two years, namely, 1916-17 and 1917-18,
ia a partion of that money which has heen aitached
to the Labour Covernment. In other words,
they have to take the whole of the responsibility,
not only for the loan which was raised, but also
for the proposals which they brought forward
and of which Parliament approved, and which
necessitotedl the raising of these loans. Hon.
members will realise that a large sum of money ia
necessaty to again assist settlers. A consider-
able amount of this monev has been refunded
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by the sale of their products, the Industries Assist-
ance Board using the money onee, twice, or three
1imes. There has nut heen the necessisy. there-
fore, for the Clovernment to go in for fresh loans
in that directivn, as it was necessary for the pre-
wious administmation to do, Furthermore, there
is money required in connection with the smelters
at Ruavensthorpe. That money bas also been
bortowed previously and repaid, and so far as
loan muncy is cuncemed. the works have not
cust anything. There is no duubt after a perusal
of these Estimates that mcmbers will recognise
that the Governnment have put the pruning knife
in as far us they possibly ecan. with due regard
to the hest interests of the State, and, after
close inspection of the Estimates. I do nut see
any way in which they could further reduce the
expenditure. A good deal of the savings and
econvmy, about which we have heard so much,
has becn practised, as the Estimates clearly show,
and that economy particularly js in connection
with the loan expenditure. [f we have to curtail
loan expenditure, thete is no necessity for keeping
on & large stafl for the purpose of carrying out
Joan works, and there haz therefore been o re-
duction in the expenditure of departments, par-
ticul.'l,l'l_\' in respect to officers who were previously
paid out of loan funds. Hon. members will see
when the loen expenditure is reduced from two
tn three millions a vesr, down to £775,000, which
is the anticipatud general loan expenditure this
year, that a number of wnrks cannot be earvied
on, and that it is therefore nccessary to reduce
the sinff which was previously emploved. T do
not intend to take np the time of the Committce
in regard to these Estimates. 1 believe that it
15 the Treasuvrer's intention to get them through
to another place before it adjourns. L have per-
used the Estimates closely. and I personslly can-
nut sec where the pruning knife can be put in
any further so far as the Uovermment are con-
cemed, with due regard to the intciests of the
State. )

Hon., J. MITCHELL (Northem) [8-06]: 1 am
pleased to find that the leader of the Opposition
has taken up a reasonable attitude, Mast of the
items are for the completion of works, 1 hope
the Minister will be able to tell us sentething akbout,
the Fremantle Cold Sterage Works., 1 notice
that in 1017 plans were prepared for these works
and for this year we are told thut plans are in
progrezs. These works are urgently needed and
I hope they will be immediately gone on with.
The cost caimot be great. 1 feel sure we shall
not he able to deal with mueh of the fat stock
this vest at these works. We have come to a
time in the history of production when we must
export. In this State vur consumption of mutton
is limited. We kill something like 700,000 sheep
a year wnd the production this year will probably
be about a millicn end & hali. There ean be no
gale of meat beyond the meat eaten locally and
perhaps some small quantities for shipment. 1
know that we shall have an oversupply of fat
stock, Wa have the abattoirs at Fremantle
and we want the cold sturage wurks there and I
hope these works will he erected as soon as pos-
sible. As to the Wyndham works, we shall be
dealing with & il in regard 1o the Wyndham
works directly and we can then discuss the matter.
1 nutice the State industries are to be assisted
to the amount of £125,00r  That money has all
been taken from recent hotrowings. We dis
cussed this matter receatly and 1 find now that
the interest rate need not have been raised. The
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excuse was that the money was costing the Govern-
ment s0 much more. Now we find that £125,000
of this morey had to Te used hy the Industries
Assistunce Board. 1 shoulbl like to draw the
sttention of the Minister for Industries to this
fact. heeause it hardly justifics the attitude of the
Government. Very little con be said i these
Estimates because a great deal of the work is in
hand and must be completed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) [8-4]: When the Annvat
Estimates were before the (ommittee, the question
wag raised regarding the interest charged by the
Agricultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board and it was very late in the night when this
matter was raised in Committee. T did not
have all the information at my disposal to answer
members’ questions as to the course adopted by
the Agricultural Bank and the Industries Assist-
ance Board, therefore [ take this oppertunity
of making a short statement to members of the
capital nnd interest adjustment of the Agricultural
Bank and the Industrics Assistance Board.
The capital on the 28th February of this
year was £1,151,428 representing permanent
capital of £801,633 and temporary capital of
£349,795. This capital was advanced by the
Treasurer at rates of 4} per cent. and 5 per cent.
Any portion of the temporary eapital that remains
uncleared on the 30th June next will be con-
verted into permanent capital and such sum will
be subject to interest at G} per eent. That is
what the Treasurer charges us, The rate of
interest charged to assisted settlers has been six
per cent. since the inception of the board. During
the year the average rate of interest paid by the
board for its money has been 4-65 per cont.,
thus representing a difference of 1-33 per cont.
only. The cost of administration, is spproximately
two per cent. Thus the position at pregent is
that we are losing money. When further advances
are made 6} per cent. will he charged by the
Treasury and the position becomes worse. During
the existenoe of the board, a loss of £51,507 has
been made. The increased rnte of interest was
provided to help cover the cost of administration
and thus directly assist the Treasurer. The
increased rate of interest was made commencing
a3 from the lst October, such data representing the
beginning of the board’s half-year. Notice of the
inercased interest charge was given to the settlers
through the inspectors. I agreed at the time
I am speaking of to the contention of members
that increased interest should not be retrospective
and accordingly 1 immediately thercafter issucd
a direction that the increased rate should only
apply from the 1st April. I find a difficulty in
differentiating botween the new and old money
where the board has to work on what is known as
harvest to harvest credits. Therefore it is im-
possible without increasing the loss to the State
to reduce the current rate on all 1.A.B. advances
below seven per cent. In view of the present
money market, even that rate is cheap money.
If it is found on actual working that the rate of
interest charged gives an amount above the working
expensecs after allowing for usual credits. then the
rate will be instantly reviewed and I shall have
an opportunity after the 30th June next, of doing
so. Regarding the Agricultural Bank, the out-
standing balences amount to £2,753,559 whilst the
cost of administering i3 approximately one half
per cent. The capital invested in the bank is the
outstanding balances referred te for which the
Treasury charges rates varying from four per cent,
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to now 6] per cent. The ruling rate for the buelk
of the boords advances is five per cont. and that
rate is heing continued. !In July 1917 the rate for
new advances was 6} per cent. and for new advances
as from the 1st April the rate will be 7 per cens.
The honourable gentleman (Hon. J. Mitchell)
1B quite right in his interjection that the bank
advances on mortgages already made cannot
be altered, that is to say an advance made last
Year or two yecars ago was made for the term of
eight vears or 10 years or 30 years as the case may
be at five per cent will not be altered, but [ have
shown it will he impossible to differentiate between
the okl and new mouey with the board. It is
impossible to diflerensiate with the bank. and
those who want money from the bank to-day will
be charged on these new advances seven per
cent., because the bank will have to pay o higher
rate.

Mr. Johnaton : Only on the new money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As that deals
with the bulk of the money or nearly all of it,
the statement I made to members in the middle
of the night was substantially correct. The
outstanding balances are roughly 27 millions
and the bulk of that or nearly all is five per cent.
money.

Mr. Johnston : Is not most of the board money
old money ?

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: 1 gave the
figures, t801,633 and £349,795 new noney. I
showed that we pay on an average 4-G5 per cent.
and we have charged for it six per cent. The
difference is 1-35 per cent.  The cost to administer
is approximately two per cent. The loss is mount-
ing up on me and I do net want to receive moro
money by way of interest than will mect the
case. Therefore I assure members when June 30th
comes round and 1 strike a balance with the
Treasurer and re-adjust the balance, [ shall again
go into the question of interest, members may
rest assured of that. It is the aim of the depart-
nment to let those peeple who deal with cither the
board or the bank have the money that we have
the privilege of lending out at the cheapest rate
possible consistent with business methods.

Mr. Johnston: The majority of the money
advanced to assisted scitlers of the country is old
money and [ understand that an increase from six
per cent, to scven per cent. has been made on
the sum of £801,600.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T gave the hen.
member the figures. The permanent capital is
£301,633. Outside of that we have an overdraft
with the Treasurer of £349,000, call it £350,000
in round figures. This vverdraft fluctuates from
day to day. As scttlers bank with us we hank
with the Treasury. The Treasurer makes no
profit, but passes the money on to the hoard at the
rate he has to pay for it. In respect of the
£3409,000y the board is only charging six per cent.
up to the Ist April, but the Treasurer has had to
pay 6% per cent. on that money during the last
eight or nine months. So, as a matter of fact,
between the Treasurer and the board, the settler
has had distinctly an advantage for the last cight
or nine months, It is impossible to say what is
new money ond what is old money. XNearly
every settler is practically cleared at the end of
each season, but he wents another advanco for the
new season. I might almost say that everybody
is getting new money, for the money is continually
being tumned over.  But, in order to equalise things
with the Treasurer this year, we are chargin
soven per cent. as from April to the 30th June.
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I will not overtake in that period the loss, but w®
must equalise that interest. When the 30th Jun®
come round we shall know exactly what the
money has cost, and the rates will be fixed, so
that there shall be no loss to the State and no gain
by the boaml. Onec cannot say fairer than that.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin} [8-18]:
The Minister’s cxplanation has made it very clear,
that whereas in the past the nssisted settler has
paid six per cent. on what he owed go the In-
dustries Assistance Roard. from this menth to
the 30th June he will have to pay seven per cent.
ont all money barrowed {rom the board. On the
woney described a3 temporary capital the Govern.
ment pay G} per gent. interest, whilst on the per-
manent capital thoy are paying 4% and 5 per
cent. [ wish to enter my protest against this
increase in the interest having been made.  If the
Minister had time to go round amongst the new
districts he would he very reluctant to make this
inorease, because the people in those distriots are
the least abie section of the comwmunity to bear
the increase. .

The Colonial Treasurer: You surely do not
want Revenue to pay their expenses ?

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is not & fair way of
putting it, hecause certain moneys have been
borrowed at 4} per cent. for the purpose of assisting
gettlers. This money has heen repaid and utilise
in some other direction.

The Attormney General: No; it is all in the
hoard.

Mr. JOHNSTON : At all events, there have
been large repayments. Then the Industries

Assistance Board makes a fresh draw on the
Treasurer, who hands out new money, which
may include some of the repaid amounts, and
he now charges G} per cent. instead of 41 per
cent.

The Attermncy (‘eneral : Only on the new money.

Mr. JOHNSTOX : Certain money was borrowed
by the Government at 4% per cent. and the
assisted settler is charged seven per cent on portion
of the money. .

The Attorney (ieneral: If you work it out
you will find that the average is entirely fair.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN :  For years the policy was
to lend money to the farmers at five per cent.
Bven to-day private horrowers in many instances
are paying only six per cent. The Commonwealth
Bank has no overdrafts exceeding six per cent..
I havo had that assurance from the manager
of the bank within the last fow weeks. Iknow that
my own averdraft at that mstitution carries only
that rate. The condition of the assisted settlers
at present is extremely parlons, and I find among
them a feeling of unrest as to the continuation
of the operations of the board. on the old secale.
In fact, the inspcetors have stated openly that
they have instructions to reduce the monthly
allowance as much as possible.

The Colonial Treasurer : Quite right, too.

Mr. JOHNSTON : It may lbe necessary owing
to the financial position, but I have seen a number
of farms in respect of which the allowance haa
been stopped witli the result that the settlors have
left them. 1 venture to say that the loss to the
State, ns the result of these men leaving their
holdings, is far greater than the payments which
would have been made to those men had they
continued on the land. I urge on the Minister
that where men are, for any reason, put off the
board, the Government should try to get other
men on the abandoned farms without delay..

The Attorney (eneral : So we do.
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Mr. JOHNSTON: I can give the Minister
several mstances in which cleared arcas of over
100 acres have almost entirely disappeared through
delay in getting new men on to the land after
the original settiers have left it.  The Government
should try to make the Leeping of men on the
land the first consideration.

Mr, TROY (Vi Mwgnet) [8:231:  ( coald
svmpathize with the hon, member if he had + sound
case. Surely he realizes that to-day money is
dearer than ever hefore. an! that everybody has
to pay an inereased rate of intevest. The Gov-
ernnient cannot give that which they do not re-
cei the azelviz, Hon, mewhers have cvery
desire to assist the fifnevs, bar ot the same time
hon. ntemiers have o dut> to the State. There
are other farmers besides those on the Lwlusiries
Assistance Roard. and those other larmers are
of as much value to the State 53 ane those on the
Roard. The mn not vn the board have kept
off it Jargul- L their own efforts, while 30 ne of
those on the Loard nesd never have claimed
assdstanee from the boasrd,  The mn not on the
bogrd- has to renew his overdraft. probably at
seven per cent. wnd in renewing his machinery hills
be has 1o pay o« hizh as ten per eent.. whereas,
the tarmer on the board has to pay only <even
per cent. for the bonrd pays for the machinery.

Mr. Broun: Was not this ¥800.,000 borrowed
at 43 per eent. by the Government ¥

Mr. TROY : Ewven so. the (Government,
when they want v use the money, have to con-
sider the position of affairs to-day, and not the
position that obtained when the money was bor.
rowed.  Why should these people. who have
1eceived such material advantage from the State.
compluin ?

Mr. Hickmott : They must be kept on the land
by reduction of the mterest, or ele allowed 1o
go off the kad.

Mr. TROY : [ know hundreds of settlers
on the hoard, end 1 recognise that they are just
a5 valuable and distinet an asset to the Btate as
are farmers not on the hoard.  But the conrditions
of the farmer not on the board are harder than
those of the farmer vn the bosrd. ‘The letter
gets all kinds of consideration and speecial treat-
ment from the board for which I, by way of ex-
ample 835 a farmer not on the board, cannot hope.
The other dayx L veceived s roads board notice
asking me to pay eates by a certain date, and
that notice bore a footnote saving. " Farmers
on the Industries Aszistance Board need not pay
the ratex which are overdue”

Mr. Johnston:  The board pay the rates for
them. and the farnrers pay seven per cent. in-
terest.

Mr. TROY : The position of the f[armef
on the board should not be dissimilar, in such a
respect, to the position of o farmer not on the
hoad. Every produecr in the country is an equal
asset to the country if he is doing his best, Why
the farmer on the board should reccive speeinl
treatnient as compared with the farmer not on
the board, passes my comptchension. Much as
I sympathise with the farmers on the board,
I do not propose to entertsin any special claim
for them to-night. Along the Wongan Hills
caibway yesterday 1 saw duzens of descrted farms
sll gomng back to a state of nature. ‘The country
is bearing thc burden of that, beeause the country
bss lent money towards the establishmient of those
farms. I do not for a mument believe that the
imposition of the increased mate of interest, re-
grettable as jt is. will drive off the land any man
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genuinely anvivus to make a living on it. I admit
that if it moade a difference of £20 per snnum,
it would be material.

Mr. Johnston : Tae average difference would be
from £8 to €lu.

Mr. TROY :  Whils regresting  that  at
this period in the history of Western Australin
the CGuovemment are compelled to iucrcase the
rate of intereat. yvet [ cannot take exeeption o
their action. The State must have a fair deal
In justice to the ta<payer, T counsider that the
farmoer on the board should not reecive wny con-
sideration whioh is not estended tv other farmera,

Mr. PIESSE: T regrel sincerely that the Gove
ernment have thought fit Lo increase the mte of
interest to seven per cent. No doubt they will
maXe money by that inereasc,

The Colonial Treasurer: Absolute unsense !
What about the eost of administration?

Me. PIESSE: ‘The cost of the money to the
Government does not amount to Seven per cent,
esven allowing two per cent for adntinistration.
Moredver. a considerable portion of this liability
iz represented by arrears of reat and water rates.
The water rates certainly should not be charged
to these people, For those rates they hsve to
thank the administration of the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon, W, C. Angwin).

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It was dono at the reyuest
of the people concerned.

Mr. PIESSE : The impost i3 must unltair. And
now these strnggling settlers are bunlened with an
increased rate of interest. T entircly agree with
the member for Williams Narcogin that to allow
tiiese people to leave their homes for the suke of.
& little interest is not for the good of the State,
Many farms are going back into a wild condition.
In reply to the laat speaker (Mr. Troy), T eay that
w sctiler ralled upon tu pay 10 per cent intercst
mnst be in a bad position. That rate of L) per
cent has no general application, but applies only
to dishunoured machinery hills. I hope the Gov-
emmeant will well weigh the position on the 3uth
June. with a view of reduction of intereat.

The CHAIRMAN : Belore the discussion pro-
ceed? any further, I wish to point out that we
are not at the present time discussing the general
Estimates. There has bheen considerable  dis-
cussion a3 to Twtes of intcrest.

Mr. PIESSE: Hon. members have been re-
plying to statements made by the Minister for

Industries. who told the Committee that the
farmers were not paying seven per cent,

Mr. 'TROY : . understand  this is
general discussion on the Loan Estimates. One

of the items provides an appropriation for assist-
ance to settlers. On that item members can
discuss the rate of interest.

The CHAIRMAN : I have no desire to burke
discussion. [ mercty point out the position to
hon. members.

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I could make
myself very popular with people for whom I feel
as much sympathy as certain men express with
their lips for those peuple. But I am holding the
Statc's money in trust, and when it comes to
charging o rate of interest I have to sce that the
State gets such interest as will recoup it. At
present money is costing £6 2s. 6. at the very
feast.

Mr. Hicknzott : What sbout the interest on the
loans on abandoned farms?! How will you get
that interest ?

The COLOXNIAL TREASURER: I will get
it by writing the loans off as a clear loss—n clear
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loss of ahout a quarter of o million sterling. The
Government have ahout 600 farms on their hands
just now. Why ? Becavse the Guvernment can-
1ot get men on them. Then we have to consider
whether & man with 150 or 200 acres of Jand
cleared, and receiving 9s. per day, can ever get
SyuaTe.

Mr. Hickmott: You should not pay him any-
thing. 1n the first plase he never had a chance,
with 130 acres.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I say un-
hesitatingly that there is no place on God'’s earth
has treated the farmers as well in this respect
‘as has the State of Western Australia. And no
man knows that better than does the member for
Pingelly. The money I deal with in this connection
is not my moncy, nor this Committee’s money.
It is the State’s money, and in lending it we have
a right at least to sec that the State receives a
return for the loan. We may borrow the money
at gix per cent., but if it is going to cost two per
ceni for administration I cannot make that ad-
ministration cost a general charge unless Parlia-
ment tells me to do so. In that case, I shall
be quite willing to make such a concession. If the
House saysthat the administration of the [ndustries
Assistance Board is to be a general charge against
revenue, well then that is their affair and not mine.
What are we going to say about the loss we have
made ? Heisa lucky man who is getting his money
at seven per cent. to-day. 1 had more to do with
getting these people the Industrics Assistance
Board than any member of this House, and at
that time they would cheerfully have paid seven
per cent.  Last year I said that at six per cent.
the State would make a loss, because the member
‘for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) said they would
administer for one per cent. It is nonsense. They
cannot do it, and experience has proved it.

Mr. Maley : You broke their hearts by wretched
administration.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I do like
listening to common sense, and not childish non-
sense.

Mr. Maley : Then give us some commaon sensc.

The COLONIAL TREASURER : The State does
not want to make threepence out of i, and wo
ar¢ not making threepence. The Minister told
us thet we are losing £50,000 on administration.
1 am not saving that the administration is perfect,
but I know that the administration might have been
much more perfect if it had not been for the farmers
advocating particular wants in particular - dis-
tricts. 1f the Housc says that the general ad-
ministration shall be made a charge against revenue
they can have thc money at six per cent.  If the
House says that we are to betray our trust, that
is. that we shall advance the money and not get
suflicicnt back to cover administration, [ will
do it, but 1 will not do it on my own authority

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [8-5fi]]: The trust
funds have been used to assist the various settlers
in different parts of the State to increase production,
We have also other trust funds in jeopardy through
the Agricultural Bank. Jf a person has had £800
advanced to him on his property through the In-
dustries Assistance Board, the diffcrence of one
per cenl. may mean that it will compel that man
to leave his holding, and that man will then become
a burden on the State. It is not only £10 of the
trust funds, but it will very likely he £1,000 of
trust funds going back to nature. That is the
most weighty maticr for the House to decide.
We want all the agricuitural land in this State fo
be kept productive. If this is going to act as some

. scheme.
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members on this side of the House are afraid it
will, this small increase of interest may be the means
of some of the men on the land going off it. My
opinion is that a majority of those on the land who
are to-day trying to redeem past cncrgy, are offering
the best guarantec that they will do the best they
can for the State. I trust that if any hon. member
has the ability to see daylight through this matter
he will tell us whether it will be a wise thing to
imposc this ane per cent. as submitted. Of course
I know that it will be & bad business from the
Treasurer's point of view. The whole question
has to come down te the basic principle that we
have to get out money from the earth, and we must
remember that one of our industrics is in danger.
Climatic conditions and the war are such that
we are not able to liquidate our assets, and if we
had received 4s. instead of 3s. per bushel, the posi-
tion would have been relieved. The thing is what
is best under difficnlt cireumstances,

Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [8-55): I would like
to plead once more on behalf of settlers other than
sheep farmers and wheat producers, who have been
helped materially, to the credit, be it said, of the
Governments in power, through the Agrienltural
Bank and the Industries Assistance Board, One
hon. member stated that sheep farmers have not
becn helped, but 1 know of instances where the
Industries Assistance Board has helped sheep
farmers, 1 am making a plea on behalf of those
who are producing vegetables and potatoes, and
who, unfortunately, have hecn placed in an in-
vidions positien, I might almost say, as the direct
result of the extraordinary scheme propounded
by the Government—I refer to the Torbay drainage
I am only hopeful that if the Minister
for Works will see this for himsclf, he will realise
what & terrible abortion it is, and what a waste
of public money there has been.

The CHAIRMAN: 1We are not discussing
drainage sehemes.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: 1am hoping that the Minister
will see his way clear to grant assistance. If he
cannot do so under the Act, then he should do
what he has done in seme instances through the
Agrieultural Bank in an indirect manner. This
‘mabter has been brought under the notice of the
Minister.

TFhe Attorney General: You are not referring to
the Minister for [ndustries ?

Mr. H. ROBINSON: [ am. Fo far as the Minister
for Works is concerned, 1 have no complaint to
make. I received a stercotyped reply from the
Industries Assistance Board, which was nothing
but a waste of paper and stamps,

The Attorney General : Do you not like to have
your letters acknowledged ?

Mr. H. ROBINSON : What 1 want is to have the
plea which I made on behalf of the scttlers to whom
I have referred attended to. Tf the Industries
Assistance Board would only do this they would
be materially helping very descrving people, who
would be able to rceover from the unforiunate
positions into which they have drifted, and they
would also be able to pay hack to the Agricultural
Bank some of the renis which they owe. T hope
the Minister will sce that some little assistance is
given, particularly to the unfortunate settlers in
connection with the Torbay drainage scheme.
There were 70 of them there three vears ago,
and to-day therc are 19, and if something is not
done promptly there will be nonoe at all there next
year. Last year crops of ten tons of potatoes
to the acre were lost through that wonderful piecs
of engineering, the drainage scheme, which work
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any layman- can gee is a dircct waste of public
money. The engineers accountable for it should
be shifted and someone put in their places.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robingrn—Canning) [8-58): Whilst the member
for Williams-Narrogin was talking I made a few
calculations. Take £800,000 at 4-G5 per cent.,
add two per cent. for administration, making it
G-65 per cent., and in round figures for 12 months
we get £33,000. Three hundred and fifty thousand
pounds at 6} per ¢ent., plus 2 per cent., in round
fignres is £20,000. making a total of £82,000.
Take the whole amount at seven per cent. the sum
is £80,000 or £2.000 less than the hon. member
makes it.

Mr. Johmnston : Some of it is at 8} per cent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It costs me
two per cent. to adwminister and the Treasurer
G} per eent. I have endeavourod to treat the
farmer fairly on a composite rate of interest,
which i3 Iess than the interest would be if it had
been charged in individual cases.

Mr. Johnston ;: That is mere sophistry.

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: 1t is pure
arithmetic.

Genoral debate goncluded :
discussed as follow :— ,

Item, Bolgart Extension, {6000,

Mr. PIESSE : Ts it the intention of the Govern-
ment to procecd with the completion of this
extension ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. It is
important that we should get on to the wheat
stacks on the Kondinin line. The Public Works
Department under my direction stole or aeguired
about soven miles of rails from the Bolgart ex-
tension for use on the Kondinin line. We are
hoping within the course of a few days to get a
supply of rails which will be sent direct to the
Bolgart extension with a view to going on with the
portion which was authorised by Parliament.
As soon as we know how the funds are we shall
endeavour t¢ resume the construction of that
Iine. T donot wish the hon. member to understand
that this will mean that we will immedintely
begin the work., At present we have the bulk of
our men on the Wagin-Bowelling line and I should
like to get that line off my hands before re.com-
meneing the Belgart line.

Item, Busselton-Margaret River arca, £2,000.

Mr. PICKERING : T should like an explanation
from the Minister as to the position in connection
with the Margaret River line, and also in connection
with what has been done as to trea pulling. The
settlers in this district are amongst the oldest
settled people in Western Australia, and some
consideration should be given to them hy the
Covernment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The treo
pulling has been completed and many of the
trees brought together. The question then arose
as to whether we should bum the trees off or not.
I refused to allow buring off wntil T had mceived
an indemnity signed by the people in the neigh-
bourhood relieving the Government from any
claims for damages in case the fire got awey.
This is very heavily timbered conntry and it
would be almost impossible to burn off these logs
without causing the fire to spread. A big fire
arose along the Roelands quarry line, which cost
the Covernment some thousands of pounds, al-
though T am sure if the evidence was submitted
to hon. members they would agree that there was
very little ground for the Covemment payving
over the monev. Reverting to the Busselton-
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Margaret River railway, I understand that the
ronte passed by the House is objected to by a
considerable number of people in the district, and
these have supported their views very strongly.
At the lower end of the line, which was purchesed
from Millars’ Company, the Government for some
time ran a train, but it cost them £3,500 to eam
a revenue of £300. T therefore stopped the loco-
motive from running. A motor trolley has now
heen sent down, and this will provide for all the
traffc that is required on the line.

Mr. THOMSON : I should like to know why
no provision is made for the Nyabing-Pingrup
railway.

Hon. W. (.. Angwin: There is no such item.

Mr. THOMSON : T am justified in asking why
it is not there.

Hon. W, C. Angwin : You should have brought
this under notice nn the general discussion.

Ttem.  Albany Harbour and improvements,
£700.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: T should like some in-
formation in regard to this item particulariy
a3 we find that considerable sums of money
are provided in respect to other harbours. What
docs this item wean °

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tf hon. mem-
hers will refer to page 15 of these Estimates, they
will find there an explanation of nearly every
item that they want. Tn this particular case the
explanation i3 given as follows—" Dredging
approach to north side of new jotty to a depth
of 25 feet at low water. and payment of outstanding
amounts.”

Mr. Thomson : What are vou going to dredge

*with ¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is a
dredge down thore, but T do not think it is very
effective, and am having inquiries made in regard
to it. What is required to be done at Albany is
that a certain amount of dredging will have to be
carried out to ohtain the depth of water required
at the particular spot concerned. There are no
new works projected there, so far as [ know.
Tf there arc any new works these will be
ghown in the Estimates for next yvear. It has
not heen possible to show any this year.

Ttem. Busselton Jetty extension, £250.

Mr. PICKERING : T consider that the amount
shown here is altogether madequate, and thas
the unexpended halance from last year should
be spent at the carliest possible date. T recently
went to the end of the jetty and inspected it, and
found that very considerable damage had bheen
done to it by, what T might call, faulty navigation.
I drew the attention of the Minister for Railways
to this, and sugpested that notices should be
posted up on the jetty in covered cases for the
imformation of shipping masters, instructing them
that care must be taken in regard to this jetty.
I shall be glad of an assurance that as soon as an
opportunity offers the full amount will be spent
on this jetty. Considerable exportation must
take place here within a short time, in consequence
of the valuable timber in this district.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt will be
remembered that during a former Ministry it
was preposed to expend £15,000 on making what
was considered the neccssary alterations and
additions to the Busselton jetty. The Committes
suthorised the expenditure of £3,000 to make a
start and a start was made by petting 100 piles
down there, which are there at the present time,
The money on the Estimates is to pay for thes
piles. Members may wonder why the jetty
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improvements were not made straightaway. 1t
was brought under my notice just after the
work was started that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways has charge of the jotty and entire control
of it. Hec demurred in regard to the expenditure
proposed and stated that, in his opinion, the
jetty, with slight improvements, was sufticient
for all the traific for some years. That gave me
a shock becanse 1 advised Cabinet to mako these
improvements to the jotty. Captain Dods, of
Busselton, saw me in regard to some other matters
and he seemed to be a practical man and pointed
out that the proposed alterations to the jetty would
be of great value if carricd out. It would enable
two vessels to be dealt with expeditiously at the
one time, when the trade permitted. But he
would not state that at the time the trade was
sufficient to warrant the extension of the jebty.
VWith certain repairs, the jetty would be all that
would be required for some while. Tt secmed to
me that, in those circumstances, I could not pro-
ceed with the work. T brought the matter under
the notice of the Premier at that time—I think
it was Mr. Wilkon—and we decided to defer the
work.

Item, Albany Water Supply, advanee to Athany
Water Board, £62,172.

AMr. H. ROBINSON: This water supply has
been transferred, 1 understand, to the Albany
Water Board. Have they not reccived some
money back from the rating 7 The rating is very
high and the Minister promised that if there was
more than would pay the sinking fund and interest
some reduction would be made,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Albany

water supply has been transferred to the Albany.

hoard and this amount is the necessary passage
through the books to complete the transaction,
I am quite satisticd as to the procedure adopted
in connection with this scheme, 1 have not had
an opportunity of going into the matter fully
but T will, during reeess, look into the matter and
ghall avail myself of any assistance the hon. member
is able to give me.

Item, Boring for watcr on stock routes, cte.,
£3,250.

Mr. TROY : Where is it proposed to spend
this money ? Some time ago there was an agita-
tion by a number of squatters for a new stock route
from Carnarvon to Ajana. It was pointed out
that there were certain advantages by which stock
could be travelled by a shorter journey. 1f this
money i3 to be expended in epening a stock route
to Ajans, I shall oppose the vote, because, if there
is any body of persons in the State having a good
time st present it is the squatters. Their income,
despite war handicaps, is greater than at any time
in their history. The wealthy squatters in the
Gascoyne and Murchison arcas could, by spending
a few hundred pounds cach, carry out this work.
This stock route i3 not now essential beeause there
have been bountiful rains and therefore the stock
route is not necessary, The country to-day is as
good as nature can make it. The squatters
can well afford to spend a few pounds and open
this route.

Mr. MALEY : There is a danger in connection
with this stock route from Gascoyne to Ajana.
Unless the Government proceed with the erection
of the stock yards at Mullewa, the (overnment
will tose money. The Midland railway are getiing
the benefit of the trade instead of the Govern-

ment.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Provision has
been made for the cattle yards construction and
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83 800T a8 linancial arrangements can be made
with the Treasury, they will be proceeded with,

Mr. FOLEY : There is & good deal in the argu-
ment of the member for Mt, Magnet. If the
squatters want to get their stock down from
Carnarvon at the present time there is a stock
rovie a little further south and it is not badly
off for water. The Statc should not spend money
at the present time unless it is absolutely necessary
and unless those in the various districts do some-
thing to help themselves, On the stock route from
TPeak Hill to New England, a point north of Mul-
lews, there is a stock rowte opencd up, but the
Government did very little towards it. The
pastoralists themsclves in the Mt. Magnet dis.
trict have opened wp that route. The pastoral
industry is just as essential to the welfare of the
State as is any other industry, If a man ig in the
fortunate position of doing well in the pastoral
industry, the State reaps a benefit in consequence,
Even the Federal Government are getting o great
revenue oat of the pastoral industry through the
war profits tax. When the pastoralists, hy con-
strocting a stock route, open up a new pastoral
arca, they do really good work from the State
point of view. We should do all we can to assist
those men. In Mr. P. V. O'Brien, of the Water
Supply Department, we have one of the best pos-
sible officers ; monuments to his ability are to he
found all over the goldficlds and in many of the
pastoral arcas; but, of course, notwithstanding
the excellence of our officers, when we have no
money nothing can be done. Some 400 iiles
north-cast of Leonora therc is an area containing
one of the chief stock trucking stations in the
State. Part of that area has been opened up
without any cost to the Government. If the Gov-
ernment could be induced to put into good repair
the facilities existing there, and sink an additional
well at a point 120 miles north of Leonors, the
people wounld get cheaper meat. One pastoralist
has spent £1,500 this ycar in boring for water and
sinking wells, and he is also entering upon the con.
struction of & stock route. Every possible assist-
ance should be given to such men. From Peak
Hill in the west to New England in the east, mostly
the whole of the country has been opened up by
the stock route over which thousands of cattle
are driven at & time when eattle cannot be brought
down by boast. The men responsible for that
route are worthy of every consideration. I say it
is far better to spend money on that route than to
open up a route from Carnarvon to Ajana, for it
would mean that we should ‘get cheaper meat
and would he helping the most deserving of pas-
toralists.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The informa-
tion we have had is very interesting, but it does
not apply. The amount on the Mstimates is
£2,250, of which £1,084 has been spent. The
member for Mt. Magnet referred to the stock route
from Carnarvon to Ajana. 1 am not aware of
this route having been proposed ; if it has been
proposed it has not made & very deep impression
on my memory. If s stock route of that sort
were proposcd it would be referred by my depart-
ment to the Lands Department, and before any
money was spent in connection with it all che
circumstances would be taken into account. The
member for Leonora pointed out that the squatters
have had a good time, and suggested that those
gentlemen should be helped in regard to the stock
route. Wherever I find individuals or o local
authority prepared to help themsclves, if it is
within my power 1 am prepared to help them, so
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Jong as the benetit is to the district. Hon. membors
will see in the vestibule a very large map showing
what has beea done by the Water Supply De-
partment in the assistance of people in the dry
areas. The policy was inangurated before 1 took
over the Water Supply Departinent. The Govern-
ment have said to the local authorities, *-1{ we
construct dams and wells in your district it is not
unreasonable to ask you to keep them in repair,’’
By the same reasoning if the Government put in
necessary wells along the stock routes their main-
tenance ought to be undertaken by the people of
the distriot.

Mr. Foley : On the stock route I mentioned the
conditions you referred ‘to o not obtain.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : However, when
this new stock route comes before me T will try
to pive it sympathetic consideration. Ii I have
any. money and sympathies they go out to the
men willing to do a bit themselves. It disguats
me when I got an application for a new rope on
some well, a rope that would cost £1,

Mr. ANGELO: I wish to correct a statement
made by the Minister. He said the stock route
referred to by the member for Mt. Magnet had not
been brought under his notice. Tf he refers to
“ Hansard * he will find that I mentioned the
stock route, not only when moving the Address-
in-reply but also when speaking on the Estimates,

The Minister for Works : I qualified it by saying
that if it had been brought under my notice it
had not made much impression on my memory.

Mr. ANGELO: Wo are told that the Govern-
meent do not mtend te spend money on any public
warks other than those of a reproductive character,
I challenge the Minister to point to any work of
& more highly reproductive nature than this
atock route, which I hope again to bring beforo
the Minister in the course of a few days. We
bhave now had four or five really good seasons,
and so we have been cnabled to get stock down
from the (iascoyme district to the metropolitan
market. But one bad season would close the
existing stock route, whereas if the routs from
Carnarvon to Ajana were opened it would remain
open oven in a bad geason, all that is necessary to
this end being the provisions of three sub-artesian
bores. From Camarvon to Hamelin Pool the
distance is [40 miles, and from Hamelin Pool
to Ajana it is 120 miles. The Carnarvon roads
board is prepared to open up that stock route to
Hamelin Pool and keep it in repair, and the only
assistance they ask for opening up the route from
Hamelin Pool to Ajana is the provision of three
sub.artegian wells. If the (overnment do that
they will open up three million acres of sheep
country, the rents from which will araount to
£3,000 yearly. This work is catimated to cost
£2.500 and the income from the first year's oper-
ations will probably be €3,000 and year after
year the Government in ronts alone will get more
than the work cost. Can anything of a more
reproductive nature be shown ? The people of
the metropolitan area too will be assured of a
cheaper meat supply. We all know that the Ajana
railway is not paying, and if the stock route is
opened, sheep will be diverted to Ajana and the
Minister for Railways will be glad of the extra
revenue which will be obtained. I have n my
pocket applications for 700,000 acres of sheep
country which will be availahlo if the stock routo
is opened, and as soon as the promise is given
thet the wells will be sunk the applications will be
pot in. The roads boards of Northampton,
Gascoyne, and Sharks Bay conjointly will con-
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tribute towards the cost of the work. 1 trust the
Minister will lend a sympathetic ear and show
hiy business acumen by agreeing to such a good
business proposition.

Item, Water Nupply in agricultural districts
including drainage and irrigation, £15,146.

Mre. PICKERING: T wanb to draw attention
to tho Stirling estate drainage scheme and to
washaways which have occurred there. Fome
of the richest lands in the South-West are drained
there. The tand is uacd for dajrying, but owing
to the damage which has been dene by water,
some of the holders have suffered considerably.
It is necessary that some provision should be
made to gvercome these recurring washaways.
This provision should take the form of flnod gates.
Soeme time back the board reccived two tenders,
the lowest being £138. The (lovernment promisecl
in October, 1913, that in the e¢vent of exeeptional
damage being done thoy would provide funds to
meake good any damage. but the amount of £30
which was given did not go far enough. I hope
the Minister will favourably consider the request
and that some arrangement will be arrived at by
which a recurronce of this damage will be pre-
vented.

The MINISTER IF'OR WORKS : In apportion-
ing the amount which was allotted to the various
boards, we gave to this particular board what
seometd to be a fair amount in relation to what
was given to other boards. Now it appears that
the sum of £50 which was granted was not enough.
Other troubles have occurred. The papers are
on my desk but I have not been able to get at
them. When [ do so the hon. member can rest
assured that so far as funds will allow I will deal
fairty with his constituents.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The member for Toodyay
has drawn attention to the fact that the (fovem-
ment should not charge rates to those farmers
who are being served from the goldfields water
scheme and who regard the rate as being an im-
positicn.  Let us sce where the imposition comes
in. There was a drought in those districts and
nearly £100,000 was spent to relieve the settlers
from the difficulties thay were experiencing through
want of water. At that time it was almost an
impossibility to keep those people away from the
ofice of the Minister for Works. They were
continually asking that the pipes should be rum
from the goldfields water main, really before any
schome had been properly developed. Thia waa
done at great expense and the hon. member com-
plains now, hecausc a rate has heen strnck for
this work and because the (lovernment are charging
up the cost of supplying thosc settlers with water.
That is done in every other part of the State.
For a long time those settlers did not pay anything.
They were only charged on the pipes which con.
nected their arens with the water supply. Every
other district however has to pay the full cost
of the water supply and the only people who
have complained are those in the agricultural
districts who are being supplied from the goldficlds
main. Before they got the water they said they
would not mind what they had to pay, hut after
they got it they wonld not pay. 1 hope the
Minister wiil see that they pay what they should.

{Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Mr. PIESSE : Although the member for North-
East Fremantle held the position of Minister for
Works he knows very little about the subject
he is discussing. The cruel part of the Nungarin
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extension is the system of rating, which is grossly
unfair,

The Minister for Works: 1t was made known
to the people before the scheme was carried out.

Mr. PTESSE : True. The Bill that gives power
to the Government to impose that rate was carried
through the Legislative Council under a promise
which was afterwards broken. The assurznee
was given that it was only a temporary messure
and that it would be followed by a consolidating
measure which would bring the whole matter
again under review. No attempt was made by
the Labour Govemment to keep their pledge,
and reconsider the Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They kept too many
pledges, and these are what we are suffering
from to-day.

Mr. PIESSE: I have on cvery occasion given
credit to the Labour (iovernment for the assist-
ance they rendercd to settlers in regard to water
supplies, and other necossities. But when it
comes to an act of injustice such a8 this T am
going to ventilate the case. The Aot in question
gives power to the Covernment to impose a rate
on any praperiy, the boundary of which lies within
10 chains of the pipe line, and also gives power to
collect a holding fec of £5. It is impossible, in
many instances, to get the water to the homesteads,
and yet these unfortunate people have to pay
all the same. Under pre-war conditions it would
in many cases, cost £300 to [ay the necessary piping
$0 the homestead.

The Minister for Works :
scheme.

Mr. PIESSE : Yes, because a period of drought
was on. It was alse thought the Government
would deal more fairly with them later. The rate
imposed is much more than cven the land could
carry.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The officers
of the Water Supply Department are preparing
for me a complete map and report in connection
with the whole of the water supply that comes
from the Mundaring dam. 1t is felt that these
rates should be examined in order to find out
whether any injustice, such ns is suggested by
the hon, member, exists, and whether there are
any means of eflecting a remedy if such is the
sase. This applies not only to water for the
agricultural areas, but also te the goldfields.
[ have no sympathy whatever with people who
will say anything when they want to get some-
shing, but who, when they have got it, use every
mdeavour possible to evade their obligations.
At Bridgetown recently the Water Supply Depart-
ment fixed up a scheme for the Railways. Some
¥ the inhabitants said they would like to use the
icheme in order to supply the town with water.
[ sent the Under Secretary down there, and told
um to bring back a tangible guarantee that
shese people would pay what they undertook to
»ay in the event of the necessary reticulation
seing carricd out. He brought back a guarantec,
which T did not consider good enough n the eir-
rumstances. Whilst the matter was pending,
he residents held a meeting and decided that
hey could not pay these rates, and would not
gree to the reticulation. Until I have that
marantee | am not going to give them the water
upply, neither will T give it to any other township
n similar eircumstances. Next session it may he
ocessary to bring forward a fairly big proposition
n connection with one of these schemes. Hon.
aembers must recognise that it is just as much
heir duty to conserve the funds of the State,

They agreed to the
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and sec that they are not misapplied, as it is the
duty of Ministers. I call it a misapplication of
funds if people, after making representations, get
something which has cost the State o lot of money
and afterwards endeavour to escape their obli
gations. There are some farmers who have not
paid any of their water rates for years, and do
not intend to do so.

Mr. Piesse: They cannot pay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They will
not pay so long as they can get members of Par-
liament to advocate thai they should not carry
out their obligations. At Geraldton the people
have a water supply which is a disgrace, but
they are still paying their rates. Members should
realise that there is a clear cut issue hetweon
their duties as sympathisers with their friends, and .
their duties 88 co-trustees of the funds of the
State.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I was asked, when giving
evidence before the Agricultural Royal Com-
mission, certain questions in regard to the water
anpply for agricultural areas. 1 stated that my
object ever since I had been a member of the
House, and before that time, was to induce farmers
not to go in for these extensions, because 1 was
satisfied that the land could not carry the burden
that was being placed upon it. These people
now realise that the adviee I then gave was good
advice. It is said that it pays the Government
to supply water to the goldficlds at 2s. 6d. per
1,000 gallons, and yet 6s. e thousand is charged
on the extensions in the agriculteral areas.

The Minister for Mines: Where do they get
it for that ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I understand that they
get it for as low as 1s. 6d. for gluicing purposes.
The Minister for Mines: I wish they could.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 have never urged these
people to go in for these extensions, but have
endeavoured to dissuade them from doing so. The
correciness of my argument is borne out by the
Royal Commission, which pointed out that these
rates were impossible for this class of land, par-
ticularly in the dry areas. If it is a nationai
undertaking to supply water to the goldficlds at
these rates, it is just ss much a national under-
taking to supply the agricultural areas with water.

The Minister for Mines: Ilo not make com-
parisons which are not true,

Mr. GRIFFITHS : The great bulk of the people
who wanted these extensions did not really under-
stand the burden that they were taking upon
their shoulders. Even in the case of land which
has been brought up to its meximum of pro-
duction on these extensions, the proposition
cannot be a payable one at the price charged for
this water.

ltem, Development of goldfields and mineral
resources, £21,000,

Mr. TROY: T desire to express my dissatis-
faction at the very small amount previded on
these loan FEstimates for the purposes of
mining. [ eall the £21,000 nothing but a pal-
try pittance to what has been and is the most
important industry of the State. Comparing
that amount with the £327,000 for agricultural
development, oue realises what an  insignifi-
cant place the mining industry holds in the
opinton of the Government of this country.

Mr. Malev:  But Wradham swallows up
more than half of the other amount.

Mr. TROY: For the last six or seven vears
this State has poured money into the agrieul-
tural industry, amd agrieculturn]l members here
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gtill demand more, more, more, and even de-
mand that the farmer shall not pay his just
dues to the country.  Members representing
the agricultural indnstry complain that the
Government charge too much in the way of
interest, and they also assert that the farmers
shounld not be called upon to pay rates for a
water supply which the farmers asked for and
obtained, How different is the treatment
meted ovt by the Government to the gold-
fields! A paltry som of £21,000 for the in-
dustry which has made this country! I ask
the Attorney General, where are the Dbrilliant
ideas he as Minister for Mines bad for the en-
couragement of the mining industry, the ideas
he expressed at that conference?

The Attorney General: I carried out a num-
ber of them myself, and the others are receiv-
ing consideratiotl.

My, TROY: Where are the results?  To-
Aay if there is one industry that cau eomplain
of bad treatment it is the mining industry.
The industry is declining, whieh is a serious
matter for the country. There was a redue-
tion of one wmillion pounds in the gold produc-
tion last year. And, in spite of the pretended
interest of members, only this paliry som of
£21,000 is provided.

The Attorney General: That is an increase
on last year, I only had £8,000 last year.

Mr. TROY: Last year’s vote was £20,000,
and last year’s expenditure £16,000, If there
is ome industry te-day which requires assist-
ance it is the mining industry, because it is,
unfortunately, on the down grade, and be-
canse DParliament has for years past directed
all its attention to the conservation of one in-
dustry only, There has arisen in this Cham-
ber a body of men who on every ocecasion ery
#¢@ive, give, give, more, more, more.’’

Hon. J. Mitchell: They pay for it.

Mr. TROY: They complain about paying
Tor it. If this item represents an indication
of the Government’s interest in the mining
industry, then God help the mining industry!
The present Minister’s predecessor gave us
ground for hope, but there has heen no rea-
Iisation of the hope. T do trust that, apart
from these ¥stimates, the Minister for Mines
will find a way to assist the mining industry.
Those hon. members who have expressed the de-
gire to support all industrics, and who have it
in their power to control the Government,
should insist on reciproeity between the vari-
ous industries, Mining representatives having
assisted the agricultural industry, agricultural
members should now assist the mining indns-
try. I would oppose this item if opposition
conld increase it.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES:. T do not
think there is any need to discuss the impert-
ance of the mining industry at this junecture,
The last speaker recognises its importance,
and we all recognise it. But I do deprecate
any attemyt to set up one industry against
another. All industries should continue to work
hand in hand, as they have done in the past.
The Treasurer has promised that a larger snm
will be pilaced on the Estimates next year for
the mining induetry if he ean raise the money.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I resent the remarks of
the member for MMt. JMagnet so far as they

1293

suggest that the Countiry party wish the agri-
cultural community to be permitted to evade
payment of their just debts. When the hon.
member referred to the cry of give, give, give
that has been heard in this Chamber, I take
it he refers to the demand of the metropolitan
community for penny sections on the trams.
The Country party stand for equal justice to
all the primary industries, and not for setting
up any one industry against another. T as-
sure hou. members opposite that if they can
bring forward suggestions for the advance-
ment of the mining industry, those sugges-
tions will receive fair consideration and pro-
per support at the hands of the Country party.
At any rate, T speak for myself. [ feel sure
no one recognises more than the member for
Mt. Magnet how difficult it is for the Govern-
ment of the day te do as much as they would
like to de in a practical manner for the min-
ing industry. When what in seme quarters
was termed a  goldfields Government held
power—a Government that did a great deal
for the farming industry—that Government
founid it difficult to increase the productive-
ness of the mining industry., The Country
party are prepared to assist any efforts in
that direction.

Alr, TROY: Tn addition to the cry for more,
more, more. we now have words, words, words
—promises, We are assured that there is no
desire to set up one industry against another,
and that the Minister for Mines resents the
statement that there is any such tendency. But
these Loan Tstimates show clearly that the Gov-
ernment of the day have set one industry
against angther. They have made no provision
whatever for the greatest industry in this eoun-
try, the industry which has been responsible for
making the conntry. The memher for Williams-
Narrogin compared what the goldficlds Govern-
ment had done for the agriculturnl industry
with what the same Qovernment had done for
the mining industry. But in those years the
need of the agricultural industry was greater.
Surely that position will not obtain to the end
of things. Since the need of the mining indus-
try is now grcater, are not we justified in
looking for something else besides mere pre-
mises and pretences of support? Whilst there is
one body in this Chamber clamouring, elamour-
ing, clamouring for all the revenue and loan
moneys of the State, there will never be any-
thing for the mining industry. When those gen-
tlemen are satisfied, what will be left for the
other industries of the country? Tf I may
judge from the requests made by the gentlemen
in question during the last hour or so, I am
convineed that once they are satisfied there will
he nothing to assist the mining industry. I am
going to vote to see that the intercats of mining
get a fair deal. A paltry sum of £21,000 does
not show any desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to assist the inilustry.

Mr. MALEY: T would be pleased to know
from the Minister if he ean pive any informa-
tion in councction with the expedition of the
returns of the Northampton prospectors regard-
ing their leadl ore.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The matter
to which the hon. member vefers relates to the
private pmrehase of ore. Negotiations have not
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been toncluded, and as soon as they are con-
eluded the hon, member will be informed.

ltem, Ahattoirs, cobi storage, freezing, chill-
ing and canning works, Wyndham; refrigerat-
inge works, exyort depot, grain sheds, amd sale
yards, £170,000.

Mr. THOMSON: Wil the Minister explain
why the Albany cold stores have been omitted
from this vote. Tt was mentioned in the evi-
dence taken by the Royal Commission that with
the expenditure of about £2,000 it would be
possible to provide facilities for killing lambs
for export.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With re-
gard first of all to the Fremautle cold stores,
our report states that plans are prepared and
wother veport states that plans are in progreass.
The position is that last year plaus were pre-
pared, but there was a difference of opinion in
ronneetion with what should be built. When
Mr. Dalton came down from Wyndham the
plans were submitted te him. There was a diffi-
culty ahout the question of site and so far as [
was concerned, the «difference between the sites
was that of fonndations. | said, ‘‘ Let the plans
he prevaned from the wail plates upwards, and
the other guestion can he scttied afterwards.’’
The plans are practically completed now and
will be sent to the Eastern States shortly. Mr.
Hardwick. the Chief Architect, will be visiting
che East and he will submit the plans to Mr.
Coxon, who is the recognised expert and to
whom the Wyndham plans were submitted. The
‘Pastoralist’s Review,”’ an influential journal
n its issue last month had an article which re-
ferred to this Govermment as being worse than
:he Ryan Covernment of Queensland, beeause
we would not build these cold stores ourselves
nor allow anyone else to build them, The Gov-
»rnment recognise that se soon as the Wynd-
ham works are completed there will have to he
stores provided at Fremantle to receive the
meat that will be sent dewn here where it will
have to be kept if it cannot he immediately
ibsorhed. After the plans have been submitted
te the expert in the East the Government will
sither decide te enll for tenders or have the
works earried out hy day labour, With regard
to the Alhany rold stores, the question of add-
ing to the present stores there was not on the
‘apis when these Kstimates were prepared. Con-
sequently there is no money inelnded in the
mmonut for Albanv. Plans have been prepared
andd thexr are in the hands of Mr. Baxter. As
won as thev have been passed T will go to the
Treasurer mud get the ironey.

Ttem. Agrieultural Tmmigration, £1,400,

Mr. TROY: Why is this mnount provided?
There cannet be any immigration contemplated.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOQOD (Honorary Min-
ster}: As a matter of faet we are still bring-
ng some nominated immigrants here occasion-
ally, They consist sotely of the wives and chil-
Iren of men already here, There are also a few
people coming from the Fastern Btates, prac-
tically on the same lines. General immigration
)t course, is at present impossible.

Ttam, Assistanee to settlers, industries, ete,
$125,000.

Mr. SM!TH: This is a very large sum. [
m given te understand that up to date the
Andit Department has not audited the accounts
f the Industries Assistance Board.
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Hon. T, Mitchell: T think yon will find it
has.

Hou. ¥. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1 ean assure the hon. member that it has.

Mr. SMITH: I would like an assurance from
the Minister for Industries that of his own per-
sonal knowledge he knows that the aecounts of
the I[nidustries Assistance Board have been pro-
perly awlited and reported wpon by a Govern-
ment auditer,

The Minister for Tndustries: Of my own per-
sonal knowledge, I am not aware of it,

Hon, J. Mitchell: OFf wmiy own personal know-
ledge I know that accounts were duly andited
when [ was at the department.

Itemn, New roads and bridges in country dis-
triets, £3,839,

Mr, PICKERING: There are oun the Capel-
Bunbury-reail two hridges for which a sum of
money was approved by Parcliament. Those
bridges are in u very seripus state of disve-
pair. T would like an assurance from the
Minister that he will have those bridges in-
spected, because [ am told that their condi-
tion is a menaee to the travelling publie.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tn conse-
quence of the retrenchments that have heen
earvied out in the department, we hiave not
the same number of responsible men to send
out as we had formerly. As soon as T have
one available, an officer shall be sent down to
inspect and report upen those bridges.

Ttem, Turchase of land at XNedlands,
£1,855,

Mr. SMTTH: Will the Minister kindly in-
form the Committee what land has been pur-
chased at Nedlands, and for what purpose?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This has
come down from the previous finaneial year.
The money is required to complete the pay-
ment on land which wns resumed for uni-
versity purposes.

Voate put and passed.

This completed the Toan Fstimates for the
vear.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions and
adopted.

reported, the  report

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
All Stages,

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with the Bill

I'n accordanee with the resolutions adopted
in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, leave abtained te introduce the Ap-
propriafion Bill, which was read n first time.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—Trwin)  [10.52] in  nfoving the
second reading said: For the information of
new members of the House, T wish to inform
them that this appropriation has been passed
hy them in various forms, and that it prac-
tieally covers the Estimates from T.oan
Tunds, from Property Trust Funds, and from
Land Tmprovement Funds, and it also covers
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‘the balance of the Estimates in connection
with the advances to the Treasurer for the
previous year. Certain sums are set apart from
the Treasurer’s Advance Account, and at the
end of the following vear he has to produce
his Fstimates to show how the money has
been used. This is only a matter of form and
I move—
‘‘That the Bill be now read a second
time.”’

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre.
mantle) [10.54]: This is the only opportunity
T shall have of dealing with a question of
which T think the House will take some
nofice. TIn this Appropriation Bill there is an
amonnt appropriated for expenditure in eon-
nection with the Perth Publie Hospital. Thig
gives me an opportunity of referring to what
T regard as an imposition upon a member of
the hoespital board, who was summoned before
the seleet committee appointed hy another
place. Any person who is summoned hefore
a select comunittee of another Chamber, or
indeed any House of Parliament, should be
free from criticism on the part of a semi.
Government institution with regard to the
evidence that he or she may give before that
select committee. The question upon which
the lady, to whom I am referring, gave evi-
dence, as 2 memher of the Perth Public Hos-
pital Board, was causing a good {deal of fecel-
ing thronghout Western Australia during
that iime. "There was very little difference
between her evidence and the actual facts as
thev stood. Tt is true that in 1912 certain
action was taken in regard to free treatment
at the Perth Public Hospital, and was also
taken in comnection with other public hospi-
tals, T am not going into the question, but
merely degire to point out the facts, Tt was
also thonght to be unwise at that junciure to
incur any large expenditure for the purpose
of providing free treatment, because it was
realised at the time that, in all probability,
in the near future, there would be a large
number of buildings left vacant at the Subi-
aeo hospital, which might he the means of
effecting a saving of a considerable sum of
money in connection with the erection of
buildings. Consequently, no additienal pro-
vision was made by the Government, exeept
in a very small way, to provide for this fur-
ther freatment,

Mr. SPEAKER: Ts the hon, member
dealing with the grant of £20,000 for main-
tenance? )

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: Yes,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. membdr knows
that this is not for buillings of any descrip-
tion. but for maintenance, and that it consti-
tutes a loan for the upkeep of ihe iustitu-
tion.

Mon. W. €. ANGWIN: T am well aware
of that. T am referring to the medical treat-
ment which s given at the hospital.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member eannot
refer to the extension of the bnildings,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not intend to
do so. The consequence was that a number
of persons could not, in all probability, re-
eeive that attention which thev would other-
wise bave had. When giving evidence he-

fore the select committee the lady in quest
dealt with the provisions for treatm
which were made subsequent to the pass
of the 1915 Health Act. Seeing that
was so, and that every person thoroughly
derstooil the position, it shows badly for
board of a Government institution to s
mon a lady member of that hoard, and

tinetly to tell her, when she asks what is
ohject of the meeting——

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not think the |
member is quite in order in discnssing
board of management under this vete @
ing with buildings and extensions. Tt cc
have been doue hy.a snbstantive motion.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill prov:
for £20,000 for buildings and extensions,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for maintena
alone. The hon. member would he justifier
diseusring the expenditure of the amount
maintenance alone, Lbut not its expendii
on bnildings and extensions.

Hou, W. . ANGWIN: T am not dea
with buildings now, Sir, because you stop
nme on that a few minutes ago. I am dea
with the actions of a board having an
peuditure of £20,000. T refer to the aeti
of the board relatively to one whe was
pointed by the Government, and who
been a good member of the board. The
tions of the hoard were such that the pe
in question was induced to write to
Prers stating that under the conditions
had no option but to resigm her position
the hoard. My reason for hringing this n
ter farward to-night is that T hope the Gov
ment will take no notice whatever of t
Knowing the lady as T do, T believe she g
her evidence believing it was right.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Mi
ter): Oh, evidence! She has made statemy
all over the town that are untrue.

Mr. Teesdale: She has persistently ddone

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Let me say tha
dAid not wish to deal here with the reputal
of an honest and straightforward woman;
T will say now that she is quite as reputa
quite as honest, quite as conscientious, quits
well known and respected in the City of i
as are the Honorary Minister and the men
for Roebourne; perhaps more so. I say i
wntrve that the lady misrepresented the ¢
She did not bring up the case in a differ
way hetause she held different views from of
members of the hoard. When a woman is d¢
what she considers right and in the inter
of the community, it is our dnty to sce |
she is not driven off the board of a Governn
institution in this manner.

Mr. Teesdale: T give her statements the
direct,

Mr. Jones: You would not dare te do i
she was about.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: The member for 1
hourne wonld not say that if her husband v
present, because he would show the hon. m
her very quiekly.

Mr. Teesdale: She made missiatements.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTIXN: Nothing of the k

Mr, Teesdale: That has been proved in
public Prees.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, certainly not.
had not intended to take up so much time,
nd would not have done so had it not been
or the interjections. But I desire to enter
1y protest against such action being taken
n the case of a lady who did what she thought
'as right, and who was for years a valuable
iember of the board; who, moreaver, carried
ut her duties on the board just as well as any
ther member. Yet an attempt is made to force
er off the board because before a select com-
iittee she gave evidence in opposition to the
iews of seme other members of the board.
Vith all due respect to the board, I think they
iade a mistake in taking, the action they did
1 this instance. T think they adopted an un-
ise line of action, as a result of which some
‘oman perhaps in the future—women are not
pnstituted as men are—who was a member
£ a Government board of this deseription
ight refuse to give cvidenee hefore a select
ymmittee if there were differences of opinion
n the board. T think the least the board could
ave done, when the lady rang up in the morn-
1ig to find out the object of the meeting—I
we not spoken to the lady on the subject.
Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon. mem-
er does not know too muech about it.
Mr, Troy: Surely, Mr. Speaker, you are not
istified in interrupting the hon. member and
Mling him that he does not know much about
e ease. T think that for the moment you have
isunderstood yonr position.
Mr. SPEAKER: I understand my position.
he member for Mt. Magnet knows that I am
i the unfortunate position of being Speaker
wre fo-night as well as chairman of the hos-
tal hoard.
Mr. Troy: T beg your pardon, then, Sir,
Mr, SPEAKER: [ simply said that T was
‘raid the hon. member did not know the posi-
on, T am placed in rather a delicate position,
hen the member for North-East Fremantle
ies the word ‘‘summoned’’ he is not correct.
am allowing the hon. member all the latitnde
: desires on account of the position in which
am placed.
Mr. Troy: The position is guite clear mow.
did not take you to task, Sir, and T would
it have spoken had I known of your personal
sociation with the case. I submitted that you
e not justified in interrapting au hon, mem-
#. I allow now that you were justified in
ew of the fact that you are chairman of the
spital hoard.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T de not blame Mr.
seaker in the matter -at all. When some
embers of a board go to the chairman of the
ard and ask him to call a meeting—I do not
¥ that happened in this case—the chairman
nerally accedes to the request and does call
meeting. T raise no objeetion to the calling
a meeting in sueh circumstances, But I
ject to the suminons to memhers——
Mr. SPEAKER: All members of the board
ceived similar notifications.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No doubt hon. mem-
rs of this HMouse have had summonses or
tifications to attend meetings which they
re anxious to attend, but which by reason
other engagements they found it incon-
nient to attend. In such circnmatances they
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would naturally telephone to find out whether
the business of the meeting was important,
because, if it was otherwise, they would go
elsewhere, In this instance the lady was in-
formed by the people at the other end of the
telephone that they did not know what busi-
ness was to come on. But when she arrived
at the meeting she found that it had been
called on account of certain statements she
was alleged to have made. That is not a fair
way of econdueting a board. I have raised
this matter to-night because the present is the:
only opportunity I shall have of bringing it
up during this session. I desire to enter my
protest against the action which has been
taken by the board.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sccond time.

In Committee.

Mr, Foley in the Chair; the Colonial Trea-
surer in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Sehedules A, B, C, D, E—agreed to.

Schednle ¥:

Mr. TROY: I wish to draw attention to the
item, compassionate allowance to Mrs. .Jull,
widow of M, E. Jull, late Public Service Com-
missioner, £1,500, as 1 was not present when
this Estimate wasg before members. I want to
know under what conditions this amount hasg
been paid to Mrs. Jull. T do not propose to-
take exception if the amount has been
granted under the usual terms, but T want to
make an appeal on behalf of the widow and
family of Warden Troy who gave the State
40 years splendid service. He was a man of
the highest character. Warden Troy is' no
relation of mine, but whenever we are dealing
with compasyionate allowances, T cannot help
my mind dwelling on this case, He was a
man who eclimbed from the lowest to the
highest position. He was so conscientious that
when he was dying I urged him as a personal
friend to take a lwmp som instead of his pen-
gion, but Warden Troy would not de that be-
cause he thought it would not be fair to the
State as he knew he was in a dying condifion.
I think even now some little consideration
might be shown to his wife and family. Had
Warden Troy elected to take a lump swm in
lien of his pension he would have left hiws
family comparatively well off. His family
have never wmade a request to me or ap-
preached me in regard to this matter but I
have always felt that an injastice Nad been
done to .this man’s family.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: The late
Warden Troy was o servant who was an hon-
our to the State, and when a misfortune over-
takes such a servant we are apt to allow our
heman sympathies to override our duty to the
State. Once a civil servant elects either to
take compensation or a pension, whichever he
takes, however much we might like to rtecog-
nise his services, we must realise that in deal-
ing with a big service that must be final, other-
wise there would be no limit to applicationa.
This is a regrettable. cage, But I cannot as
trustee of the public estate let my human sym-
pathy override that which is right.
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Mr. TROY: I appreciate the view put for-
ward by the Treasurer, but in the public ser-
vice there are officers whose services have been
of distincetive merit. One man gives remarkable
services; he pioneers the country north and
south and does that pioneering well. Another
renders ordinary service and in deing that he
is in comfortable surroundings in Perth, runs
no risk, and has nothing of an arduous nature
to undertake. Who then is the better servant
and who shouid be considered most? Certainly
the man who renders the most signal service
to the country should receive the best recog-
nition. The destinctive features of the ser-
vices of the late officer in question, I regret to
say, bave been overlooked, and should even
now receive recognition. This House has not
always been so considerate in the way of
establishing precedents. JIn the case of the
Jate Mr. [lingworth, o member of this Assem-
bly, the House voted £1,000. 1Ir. Jllingworth
did not render the country any distinctive
service, and in the case of another late member,
the House voted the wilow a sum of money. In
those instances the Houge did not consider that
it was setting a bad example; they considered
the services which had been rendered and the
cirenmgtances of the time being. Sir Newton
Moore, 1 think it was who moved the motion
granting the £1,000 in connection with the late
Mr, IDingworth. Much as I admit the apparent
soundness of the Minister’s reply, I feel sure
there are precedents. If hon. members knew
the late officer in question as well as T knew
him they would support my proposal. He was
a man who would not take anything from any-
hody, who kept aloof from clubs, and gave the
State of his best. T have always felt that an
injustice had been done him, and that there-
fore I should make some reference to the mat-
ter in the House.

Sehedule put and passed,

Schedules (i, H—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bili reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

House adjourned at 11.28 p.m.
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Acgislative Council,
Thursday, 11th April, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

HOUSE COMMITTEE, MEMBER,

On motion by the Colonial Seeretary, Hon,
J. Nicholson was appeinted a member of the
House Committee in place of the Hon. H.
Boan.

MOTTON—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P,
Colebateh—HEast) [4.33]: T move—

““That for the remainder of the current
week =0 much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable Bills te
be taken throngh all stages in one sitting
aml to enable Messapes from the Legisla-
tive Assembly being taken inte considera.
tion forthwith when reecived,®’

As T explained last evening, this motion is
moved in consequence of the resolution earried
by the House not to sit for the period of four
weeks prior to the bicnnial eleetions. That
means that we must complete the business we
have to o bhefore adjourning, by not later
than Saturday next. The business that, to my
mind, it ig esrential should be completed, ia
the passing of the Appropriation Bill, with-
out which money cannot be legally paid under
the CGoavernor’s warrant.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom :
spent until it is passed.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Not leg-
ally, hut I am afraid it is sometimes spent. T
think it will be admitted by hon. members
that it is desirable the Appropriation Bill
should pass.

Hon, W. Kiangsmill: You have no supply,
then?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No. I
have no wish to hurry the discussion aon the
Appropriation Bill, but without the suspen-
sion of the Standing Orders hon. members will
realise that when the Bill comes to us, as it
will in the course of a few moments, it would
he competent for me merely to move the first
reading and then adjourn the debate until
to-morrow, T wish to proceed at once with
the second reading, and continue it just so
far as hon, members feel disposed, and so on
with the other stages of the Bill, and, in the
terms of another motion, of which I have
given notice, to continue sitting if necessary
until all stages have heen completed. Then
we have the Employment Brokers Act Amend-
ment Bill, consideration of which has practi-
rally been eompleted. I take it that there is
no objection to finalising this measure so that
it can go back to another place.  There is
also the Rabbit Aet Amendment Bill, which
has heen fully discussed. Jf we are going to
aldjourh for a month it is advisable that this
measure also should be finglised, and sent on
to another place. There is, tos, the Wheat
Marketing Act Amendment Bill, which it ig

It camnnot he



